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66th World Health Assembly 

 (20 – 28 May 2013) 

EU Statement 

Agenda item 13.1 

Draft comprehensive global monitoring framework and targets for the prevention and control 

of noncommunicable diseases 

& Agenda item 13.2 

Draft action plan for the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases 2013-2020 

 

Dear Mr President, 

 

I'm speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

At this WHA, we will take two important decisions that will strengthen the global leadership role of 

the WHO in the prevention and control of NCDs. Firstly, we will endorse the result of our 

concerted efforts on the Global Monitoring Framework and Voluntary Targets for the Prevention 

and Control of NCDs. Secondly, we will also adopt a NCD Global Action Plan. They will both 

provide indispensable guidance to Member States in the development of their national NCD 

policies and health surveillance. 

 

With these two main milestones achieved, and with NCDs as one of the leadership priorities, we 

must all get to work. Ever since the UNGA NCD-declaration, the EU has emphasized the need to 

have a systemic response across all government policies to address the four diseases and four risk 

factors. Similarly the WHO also needs to work in an integrated manner on the Global Action Plan, 

harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy diet and physical inactivity and marketing on unhealthy products 

to children and young people. 

 

In order to ensure systematic and comprehensive progress reporting on this matter, we believe that 

one single progress report should be produced. We propose that the integration of efforts across the 

different work streams should result in a streamlined and integrated reporting process to reduce the 
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burden of both the secretariat and Member States. Results from the data collected by the FCTC 

Secretariat could be included.  

 

In addition, the road towards achieving the global voluntary targets may be longer than we 

anticipate. While waiting for the health outcomes, we need to have a picture on how the WHO and 

the Member States are using  the measures recommended by the Global Action Plan, without 

increasing the reporting burden of Member States. For this purpose, the Secretariat should 

strengthen its work and make proposals on how best to assess and measure the progress made by 

countries in the prevention and control of NCDs with a focus on policy measures and actions and 

using already existing data. 

 

Strengthening the global arrangements for the prevention and control of NCDs will be necessary. 

The proposed expansion of the mandate of the UN tobacco task force into a NCD taskforce will be 

helpful in the coordination of efforts of the UN agencies.  

While understanding that the terms of reference of the global coordination mechanism will be 

developed later in consultation with Member States, we think that this should be a  light structure, 

convened, hosted and lead by WHO and which reports  to the WHO governing bodies. Also, it must 

fully and consistently follow the practices on the participation of non-state-actors in the work of the 

WHO to be adopted by the 67th WHA. 

The EU supports moving forward on these items through a transparent and structured process and 

will constructively participate in the work of the drafting group on this and other issues.  

 

Thank you  

 

 


