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EU Statement 

 
 

Madame Chair, 

 

I’m speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, 

and Georgia. 

 

We welcome the initiative to put the public health dimension of the world drug problem – and 

the ongoing preparatory process for the UN General Assembly Special Session in April 2016 

– on the agenda of the Executive Board. We would like to express our appreciation to the 

Secretariat for the report, which clearly shows the competence of the World Health 

Organisation in this field.   

 

The key objective of the international drug control system – as recognised in the UN Drug 

Conventions – is the protection of health and welfare of mankind. We therefore underscore 

that the overarching objective is thereby the protection of public and individual health, both 

nationally and internationally.  

 

The recently agreed Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development sets out the framework for 

global cooperation in the upcoming years. Especially its goals 3.5 and 3.3, which are of 

specific relevance for the WHO and its work regarding the world drug problem.  

 

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime is the leading entity in the United Nations system for 

countering the world drug problem. Nevertheless, the WHO plays a crucial role in supporting 

both Member States and the institutions of the international drug control system as regards the 

public health dimension of the world drug problem.  

 



The concept of ‘public health’ should be defined broadly, as in the EU, and include elements 

such as prevention, early detection and intervention, risk and harm reduction, treatment, 

rehabilitation, social reintegration and recovery, as well as access and rational use of 

controlled medicines. As last year’s WHA recognised, more needs to be done to promote the 

availability of and access to essential medicines which are controlled drugs. 

 

The UNGASS preparatory process has shown growing support for a strong renewed focus on 

health and human rights protection in dealing with the drug phenomenon. It has also shown 

growing support for an evidence- and experience-based drug policies, and thereby the 

relevance of the WHO in the UNGASS process, and at the UNGASS itself. 

 

  

The EU Drug Strategy is in line with the approach set out in the report before us and aims to 

protect and improve the well-being of society and public as well as individual health, and is 

thereby implementing a balanced, integrated and evidence-based approach to the drug 

phenomenon. 

 

In order to tackle marginalization and stigmatization, the EU underlines that dependant drug 

users should be first and foremost considered as people in need of attention, care and 

treatment in order to improve their physical and mental health condition and enhance social 

integration. 

 

The EU and its Member States support the WHO to continuously stay active as regards the 

health dimension of the world drug problem, and to keep the issue on the agenda for the 

World Health Assembly in May 2016, thus enabling a follow-up discussion after UNGASS 

on this important issue.  

 

We also believe that the outcome of UNGASS should acknowledge the WHO’s expertise in 

public health issues, and invite competent international organisations to develop a 

comprehensive strategy outlining a public health approach to drug policy ahead of 2019. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 


