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EU Statement 

 
Madame Chair, 

I speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. We wish to commend the Secretariat for 

their efforts implementing the Global Action Plan on AMR.  

 
The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia,  Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia. 

 

In line with resolution WHA 68.7, we support the holding of a high-level meeting on 

antimicrobial resistance at the United Nations General Assembly during 2016. We are pleased 

that this was recently agreed in New York. The Global Action Plan needs political high level 

support and endorsement in order to be effective. 

 

AMR poses a big threat to human and animal health, and it also risks causing enormous 

economic impact. Therefore the EU sees the UN General Assembly meeting as an important 

opportunity to raise awareness and to call for high level action on antimicrobial resistance 

among heads of state and governments, while acknowledging the need for a multi-sectorial 

approach. High level commitment is key to implementing the Global Action Plan through 

action at local, national and international level and in particular through national plans. 

 

We want the UN General Assembly to agree a political declaration, by heads of state and 

governments, as the main outcome of the high level meeting. Such a declaration should call 

for urgent fully joined up high level action across all relevant sectors and organisations, while 

keeping the lead for the follow-up process with the relevant agencies, for example WHO for 

human health, FAO for agriculture and OIE for animal health. 

 

Stronger co-operation is needed between different sectors nationally and between relevant 

UN-Agencies and other organisations globally. The EU sees the UN General Assembly 

meeting as an essential platform to strengthen the One Health approach. Concerted action on 



AMR involving human health, animal health, agriculture and environment should be actively 

discussed at the UN General Assembly meeting, in the context of the SDGs and be reflected 

in the political declaration. A clear multi-sectorial approach also needs the active involvement 

of research and development, education and economic sectors to name a few.    

 

Madame Chair,  

 

The EU calls for continued  and strengthened efforts to ensure responsible and appropriate use 

of antibiotics through improved prevention efforts, infection control, surveillance, appropriate 

diagnosis and prescriptions and global equitable access to those in need. We also call for 

increased innovation for new antibiotics, including innovations in controlled distribution and 

use, alternative treatments and rapid point of care diagnostics, which are affordable and 

accessible and contribute to a sustainable health care system. 

 

We encourage all Member States to involve their foreign affairs and other relevant ministries  

in the preparations for the UN  high-level meeting in New York.   

 

Thank you. 

 

 


