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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, 

 

We welcome the second report by the Advisory Group, support their recommendations and 

thank the group for their dedication.  

 

We commend the Director General for implementing the lessons learned from the Ebola crisis 

and encourage her to continue to develop a comprehensive emergency reform programme. 

However, we have serious concerns with the EB report 138/55. In particular, the need for a 

clearer design of the programme with a unified budget and an ambitious timeline, more 

emphasis on strong partnerships, importance of independent risk assessment, accountability 

and clear lines of authority.  

 

The multitude of current large scale emergencies illustrates the need for rapid WHO 

emergency reform and better engagement with international humanitarian partners. WHO also 

needs to strengthen its leadership of the Global Health Cluster and develop partnership 

agreements.   

 

In the words of the Executive Director, Dr. Aylward: “WHO cannot do everything but instead 

should ensure that everything is being done”.  We urge the WHO to use the World 

Humanitarian Summit to define WHO's role, to advocate the emergency reform to its partners 

as well as to re-establish WHO's legitimacy within the humanitarian system. 

 

The Ebola virus outbreak showed us again the need to prioritise both emergencies and 

outbreaks work within the WHO’s core mandate. We support the Advisory Group in stressing 

the importance of ensuring independent risk assessment. This is absolutely vital. It will also 

be essential for this new programme to be grounded in the International Health Regulations 

and to work closely with departments focusing on health systems strengthening.  

 



We need to change the current organisational culture to a culture of rapid response with a 

clear understanding of WHO's specific roles and responsibilities at all three-levels of the 

organisation during emergency and outbreak crises. 

 

We emphasise the need to expedite decision making in emergencies and to have clear lines of 

authority throughout the organisation during emergencies. As mentioned we have concerns 

with the Secretariat’s proposal concerning the lines of authority. We urge that the DG 

reconsiders the lines of authority as recommended by the Advisory group. We also support 

the appointment of qualified and experienced incident managers as part of emergency 

response.  

 

We support the creation of an independent oversight body. Such a body should have an 

advisory, consultative and monitoring role regarding the implementation of the Programme 

and application of lessons learned from past events to the future adaptation of the Programme. 

It should meet frequently and flexibly,  be fully transparent and independent, and report to the 

Executive Board and Health Assembly.  

 

We understand from the Secretariat that the 2016/2017 budget will cover the initial setting-up 

of the new health emergencies programme. We encourage the WHO to prepare the 2018-19 

programme budget in order to incorporate financial needs for this new model and to articulate 

the financing sources from all the different available funding mechanisms. 

 

Anticipating the next round of discussion, we welcome the development of the R&D blueprint 

and we propose that to begin with, WHO establishes a list of priority pathogens, develops 

relevant guidelines and addresses issues of liability. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 


