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Chair, distinguished colleagues, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,  Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

We thank the Director General for her comprehensive report.  

The adoption of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, the Paris agreement on 

Climate Change and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development mark 

important and revolutionary opportunities for global health and for WHO as the leading health 

agency.  

Universal Health Coverage is key to reaching the Sustainable Development Goals and 

investment in health systems is a priority now more than ever.  

2015 gave us a tragic reminder on how unprepared we were to deal with health crises.  

The EU is pleased to note that the implementation of the WHO Ebola resolution is mostly on 

track.  The Ebola outbreak itself is under control and there are promising results on vaccines.  

We thank you DG, for your personal engagement and the hard work of you and your staff.  

However, there is no room for complacency: The re-emergence of Ebola, new scientific 

evidence on the behavior of the Ebola virus, MERS and increasing antimicrobial resistance 

demand continual vigilance.  

 



The investments made during the Ebola outbreak need to be consolidated and translated into 

long-term health systems strengthening. The EU stresses the urgent need and renewed focus 

on implementation of the International Health Regulations and ensuring universal health 

coverage. This will require collaboration with all global health actors, under close guidance 

and leadership of WHO.   

We welcome the new WHO strategies on Human Resources for Health and Integrated People-

Centred Health Services, which also reflect recent developments and actions at regional 

levels. Public health efforts can only succeed with a trained and motivated health workforce, a 

well-maintained infrastructure and reliable supply of medicines and technologies accessible 

and affordable for all 

The agenda at this Executive Board shows us once again how diverse WHO’s work is and the 

importance of evidence based normative and technical guidance.  

The current unprecedented number of migrants and refugees requires a WHO that can lead the 

health cluster operations in countries affected by conflict and provide tailor-made guidance in 

countries of arrival, transit and destination.  For example, WHO EURO developed technical 

support and guidance for member states in the field of Public Health Aspects of Migration and 

we encourage that the Secretariat builds on these experiences.  

The Global Action Plan on violence against women and children responds to a serious 

challenge and serves as an example of scientific and evidence based guidance which WHO 

facilitates based on global consultations.  

We also welcome WHO’s work in the sound management of chemicals. The burden of 

diseases related to chemicals and waste is significant and requires WHO’s guidance and 

leadership.   

Madam DG, in 2016 we look forward to building on lessons learned and revitalizing global 

health together with a strong WHO positioned to work with all relevant partners and fit to 

handle future challenges and opportunities.  

 


