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EU Statement 
 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

 

Good public health and health security are rooted in strong national health systems and well-

functioning collaboration with relevant stakeholders. Responding to zoonoses and emerging 

or re-emerging infectious diseases requires multi-sectoral and multi-institutional cooperation 

in line with One Health. Health systems need to be capable of carrying out essential public 

health functions and providing necessary services in emergencies, but also have the specific 

capacities for health threats. 

 

The International Health Regulations suffer in general from low levels of implementation and 

lack of enforcement. In many cases, the slow implementation of the International Health 

Regulations can be seen as an indicator of the low priority given to health system 

strengthening and preparedness.   

 

Recent humanitarian and health crises, in particular the Ebola epidemic, have created an 

unforeseen momentum to achieving a high level of protection from serious cross-border 

threats to health. This is also supported by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

which acknowledges the need to strengthen the country capacity for early warning, risk 

reduction and management of national and global health risks. 

 

We welcome the work of the IHR Review Committee, and the focus on communications, 

country capacities, compliance and governance. In our view, there are four main issues where 

urgent action is needed: 

 

First, with technical assistance from WHO, Governments need to define capacity building and 

the coordination of efforts for the detection, prevention of and response to health threats as a 

priority.  

 



Second, we also need to garner international support to those who lack the resources to do so, 

especially countries most at risk.   

 

Third, we acknowledge the need for standardized, transparent, and reliable instruments, 

common to all IHR State Parties, to objectively assess, measure and identify gaps in IHR 

capacities using independent and external evaluations, and support the development of a 

comprehensive framework. We also support a clear role for the WHO regional and country 

offices to assist countries in the IHR implementation.  

 

Fourth, WHO needs to finalise the reform of its emergency functions, including through 

adequate rules as well as transparent and standardized procedures and structures, and ensure 

organization-wide alignment in health system strengthening. 

We want to stress the importance, during an emergency, to fully respect and correctly apply 

the IHR and follow recommendations issued by the DG in order to avoid unnecessary 

interference with international traffic and trade. 

 

The EU has enacted and implemented a very progressive regional legislation for detection and 

control of serious cross-border threats. The EU and its Member States also support many IHR 

and health security relevant activities in third countries.   

 

The world needs to be better prepared for the next health emergency in terms of prevention, 

detection and response, supported by timely notification and communication. We call for 

continued strong WHO leadership in this area, in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders.  

 

The High Level Conference on International Health Security in Lyon, France, on 22nd and 

23rd March 2016, is a further important step to take forward these issues. The EU looks 

forward to a discussion on the final recommendations of the IHR review committee at the 

WHA. 

 


