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Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

We would like to thank the Regional Office for the preparation of the Final Report.  

Tangible results have been achieved in the field of prevention and tackling multidrug and 

extensive drug resistant tuberculosis in the European Region. In particular, we welcome 

improvements in diagnosis and treatment, as well as the decline in incidence. These 

achievements, within our region have contributed to the global fulfilment of one of the 

Millennium Development Goals focused on combating major diseases. 

 

Nonetheless, we need to acknowledge persisting challenges and express concern at the scale 

of the continuing problem in the European Region, particularly on-going transmission of 

multidrug- and extensively drug resistant tuberculosis, its increasing resistance, as well as low 

treatment success rates. 

 

We would like to underline the importance of all-stakeholder involvement and of multi-

sectoral approaches at national, regional and local levels in Tuberculosis prevention and care, 

particularly with regard to vulnerable communities. Integrated care and better integration with 

social services is important, especially for patients with co-morbidities. 

 

The Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria has played an important role in 

fighting all forms of Tuberculosis in our region. Now is the time, for countries to assume full 

responsibility for a sustainable national response primarily funded from domestic resources 

for the continuation of programmes to fight Tuberculosis in the Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia region. 



 

In the current context of increasing global human mobility, Tuberculosis prevention and 

control, in particular multidrug resistant tuberculosis is recognized as a serious cross-border 

health issue. There is therefore a need for mechanisms of cross-border coordination, allowing 

for rapid recognition, treatment and care of patients. In the European Union, in the case where 

a specific event matches the criteria for a serious cross-border threat to health, especially in 

relation to drug resistance, the EU Decision on Serious Cross Border Threats to Health is an 

important tool for such an EU Member States' response. 

 

We encourage the Regional Office to continue working with European Centre for Disease 

Control, in particular on surveillance and reporting across the region.  

We also welcome the outputs of the first Eastern Partnership Ministerial Conference on 

Tuberculosis and multi drug resistant Tuberculosis held  in Riga in March 2015.  

To conclude, we welcome the new Tuberculosis action plan for 2016-2020 as a key policy 

document providing support and guidance for our common regional effort in Tuberculosis 

prevention and care and for the Global Plan 2016-2020 to Stop TB which is a relevant 

investment case and advocacy tool for WHO’s End TB Strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


