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Chair,  

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and 

in this light the EU and its Member States congratulate the Regional Office and the FCTC 

secretariat for this joint effort to develop a roadmap for the European Region. As the roadmap 

stresses; tobacco control is a primary entry point for achieving the global goal of a 25% 

reduction in premature mortality of non-communicable diseases by 2025. 

 

The European Union and its Member States are very committed to the Framework 

Convention. We are aware that not all Member States of the WHO European region are 

parties to the Convention: out of 53 Member States, 3 are not yet Party to the FCTC. We seize 

this opportunity to encourage these Member States to become Party to the Convention.  

The European Union and its Member States are also in the process of ratifying the Protocol to 

Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products and we call on all Member States who have not 

already done so, to accede or ratify the Protocol.  

 

 Since the Framework Convention entered into force, the EU and its Member States have 

worked hard to implement it.  In April 2014, the EU adopted the new EU Tobacco Products 

Directive which regulates the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and related 

products in the European Union. The Tobacco Products Directive aims to reduce the different 

approaches to tobacco products regulation in the 28 Member States of the European Union, 

laying down minimum rules for different types of tobacco and related products, such as 

cigarettes, Roll-Your-Own tobacco, cigars, waterpipe tobacco, smokeless tobacco products, 

herbal products for smoking and nicotine-containing E-cigarettes.  



The EU welcomes the roadmap both as a reminder of the crucial importance of tobacco 

control measures to achieve health and as a guiding instrument in assisting the Member States 

of the European Region of WHO to implement the articles of the FCTC. This assistance is 

welcome because countries sometimes face obstacles in implementing the Framework 

Convention. It recognizes the diversity and specific circumstances of Member States, and 

stresses at the same time the importance of joint efforts to achieve a European Region free 

from tobacco related morbidity, mortality and addiction. We welcome the guiding principles, 

especially the focus on protecting children and young people.  

 

We have one friendly, editorial amendment to paragraph 28 in the roadmap- to insert 'AND 

ITS GUIDING PRINCIPLE' following the reference to art 13 at the end of the paragraph. 

This would more correctly reflect the content of the paragraph and the Convention. 

 

The EU and its Member States look forward to continued collaboration between the regional 

office, FCTC secretariat and Member States of the European Region in making real progress 

in the implementation of the FCTC thereby tackling the single most preventable cause of 

death and disease and the leading contributor to health inequalities in Europe.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


