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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States,  

 

We express our appreciation for the ongoing commitment of the Regional Office to WHO 

reform and welcome the progress of EURO governance reform, which can be used as an 

example to the WHO as a whole. We must work together to ensure the European region 

continues to play a leading role in the WHO reform.  

 

In this regard, the EU and its Member States welcome the efforts made by the governance 

working group, and the engagement of the EURO representatives Estonia and Russia in the 

meetings. The issues of alignment and agenda setting are crucial in building a strong 

organization for the future, with coherence across its three levels. We expect the process to 

continue in an open and inclusive manner and count on ambitious and forward-looking 

outcomes. We commit to play our part in the months ahead and during the discussions in 

November, and hope for the effective and rapid implementation of these recommendations.  

 

On accountability, the message from Member States in May was clear - we expect a strong 

culture of accountability within WHO at all levels. We welcome the assertions of zero 

tolerance to non-compliance as well as details of some of the actions already being taken in 

this Region to address this issue. However, given the importance of these aspects we will 

continue to drive transparency and a culture of complete compliance throughout the 

organisation. We welcome the investment in the audit and evaluation functions of WHO and 

the work done so far on implementing audit recommendations. Nonetheless, we call for 

further work on this aspect and request WHO to develop a strategy for dealing with all audit 

recommendations, while learning from their causes.  

 



On the Global Mobility Scheme, we note the Regional Office’s plans to minimize any 

disruption to the continuity of their work. We see that this work is well on track and we look 

forward to further implementation of the scheme. 

 

At the World Health Assembly in May, we reaffirmed WHO’s mandate in health 

emergencies. The unforeseen magnitude of recent humanitarian and health emergencies 

remind us that WHO needs to be ready to take up its responsibilities as a humanitarian actor 

and as the Global Health Cluster lead agency, through enhanced coordination in preparation, 

alert, and early response.  

 

From recent experiences we have learnt that we need to address the interface between public 

health outbreaks and humanitarian response to emergencies with health consequences and 

build synergies across disciplines, including improved governance and effective early phase 

coordination. The collaboration of relevant local, national, regional and international bodies 

and networks can assist in preparedness and accelerate rapid response at the onset of an event. 

The EU and its Member States remain committed to the Global Health Emergency 

Workforce. In this context the EU and its Member States are discussing possible 

contributions, including setting up a European Medical  Corp. 

 

The EU and its Member States support the interim panel's assessment report calling for WHO 

to adopt an “emergency culture” across all three levels of the organization. We welcome the 

current initiatives to accelerate WHO reform on emergencies, including the establishment of 

the Advisory Group. However, we seek more clarity on the status of the proposed 

independent board to oversee the emergency programme and further analysis on the need for 

such a body and and how it would relate to WHO’s governing bodies. Strengthening WHO’s 

role as health cluster lead has to remain a priority, including and especially at country level. 

The work to increase preparedness is vital and we recognize that it's funding needs to remain 

separate from emergency response and come from the regular budget without prejudice to 

additional voluntary resources also in the future. 

 

We look forward to a fully-fledged discussion on WHO emergency reform at the next 

Executive Board meeting based on the Secretariat’s progress report.  

 

Thank you  


