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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

We thank the Regional Director for her comprehensive report and all the work undertaken to 

address the regional health priorities and implement the Health 2020 WHO European policy 

framework.  

 

We welcome the intersectoral and interagency action on health as the main theme for this 

year’s Regional Committee. This principle is rooted in the EU Treaty under the health in all 

policies approach. 

 

Furthermore, we thank the WHO Secretariat for their hard work on the final report on the 

implementation of the Tallinn Charter, which paves the way for further work on health system 

strengthening. 

 

While stressing the need to address the unfinished business under the Millennium 

Development Goals agenda, we emphasise the need to fully subscribe to the new Sustainable 

Development Goals agenda, with its thirteen targets on health, including universal health 

coverage as a horizontal element. We further underline the importance of the outcome of the 

Addis Ababa conference where the EU supported WHOs démarche on "financing for health”. 

Colleagues, in light of the recent influx of migrants and refugees into the region both by land 

and sea, we underline the importance of working together with all stakeholders, including 

countries of origin and transit, to address health issues arising from this mass movement of 

people.  

 

Non Communicable Diseases continue to be the leading cause of premature and thus 

preventable deaths in most parts of the world, including the European Union. For this reason, 



we welcome the Physical Activity Strategy as another important step in tackling  non 

communicable diseases and their risk factors in our region.  

 

Communicable diseases also represent a serious threat to public health across the world. In 

order to succeed in curbing the HIV epidemic and eliminating Tuberculosis and Hepatitis, we 

need sustained action. 

 

In light of continued outbreaks of vaccine preventable communicable diseases in the 

European region, the EU and its Member States recognise the need for increased commitment 

to immunization. We call upon Member States to implement the European Vaccine Action 

plan (2015-2020). 

 

We reaffirm our full commitment and engagement in the implementation of WHO’s Global 

Action Plan on Antimicrobial resistance placing an emphasis on the “One Health” approach in 

addressing this urgent global health threat. 

 

Finally, we thank WHO staff for the crucial support they provided and continue to provide 

during the current Ebola outbreak. Notwithstanding the dedication of staff, the crisis has 

proved beyond a doubt that WHO needs to reform its Emergency response structure to 

become an organisation which can lead and coordinate a rapid and effective response in 

health emergencies. We also want to see real investment in preparedness and planning. 

Furthermore, the Ebola crisis has shown us the need to invest in strengthening health systems 

and the importance of accelerating the implementation of the International Health Regulations 

and country ownership in this regard.  

 

We look forward to further discussions on all these subjects during the week.  

 

Thank you 

 


