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Chair, Director General, colleagues,  

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The Ebola outbreak is a tragic reminder of why we need to take action and accelerate progress 

to ensure that all State Parties meet the core capacities to implement the International Health 

Regulations by June 2016. In this regard, we welcome the establishment of this review 

committee and look forward to the outcome. We also take this opportunity to thank Dame 

Barbara and the entire interim assessment panel for their commitment in delivering a 

comprehensive final report which we are giving our full consideration.   

 

The EU believes that the implementation of the IHR within functioning health systems remain 

the most powerful means of long-term preventive action. 

 

At country level, we need to recognise that IHR core capacities do not exist in an isolated 

void. They are essential parts of health systems. Thus, prevention, detection and response to 

health threats alone are not enough. The Ebola epidemic taught us that all building blocks of 

health systems need to be strengthened in order to guarantee – especially in emergencies – the 

continuation of critical health service provision and essential public health functions. The 

crucial role of health workers should also be highlighted as well as the need for strong 

national ownership. 

 

We note that countries with weak health systems may need particular attention and additional 

support. Equally, in addition to the nature of the outbreak, the national context needs to be 

considered carefully, to determine which action or response is needed, independently of its 

classification as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern or not. 

 

The unforeseen magnitude of recent humanitarian and health emergencies should remind all 

Member States of WHO's role in emergencies, based on the constitution and reaffirmed 



repeatedly by the World Health Assembly. WHO needs to be ready to take up its 

responsibilities as a humanitarian actor and as the Global Health Cluster lead agency. 

 

From recent experiences we have learnt that we need to address the interface between the 

humanitarian response and the health or outbreak sectors and build synergies, including 

improved effective early phase coordination, both at global and country level.  

 

Within the WHO, we see the need to strengthen the management and governance of the 

organisation’s emergency response and we look forward to the discussion at the next 

Executive Board meeting based on the secretariat's progress report.  

 

The EU wishes to re-emphasise the importance of work on preparedness but points out that 

it's funding needs to remain separate from emergency response and come from the regular 

budget also in the future. Member States should take this into account in their voluntary 

funding to the WHO. 

 

The EU would like to see rapid and real progress for WHO's administrative structures in order 

to enhance WHO's capabilities to deliver promptly and efficiently on its humanitarian 

responsibilities. These structures should be in line with other UN humanitarian agencies and 

the requirements of the Inter Agency Standing Committee, to enable the rapid deployment of 

the full range of coordinated global resources to address future outbreaks. 

 

Many sectors have a role in building preparedness and response capacity. We need to increase 

the involvement and awareness of IHR in relevant sectors other than human health. Equally, 

the collaboration of relevant local, national and regional bodies and networks can assist in 

preparedness and accelerate rapid response at the onset of an event. Other initiatives that share 

objectives and overlap with the IHR need to be coherent and complementary to the WHO IHR 

framework. 

 

Improving assessment tools is important. The EU supports the use of accountable, transparent 

and reliable assessment instruments, for example, external assessment and certification 

processes. 

 



The International Health Regulations are the cornerstone of global health security. We call for 

accelerated action to meet the 2016 deadline and beyond, by defining a clear roadmap and 

timeframe for implementation, including regional meetings, as part of a global process, taking 

into account the work of the UN Secretary General's high level panel in the context of the 

Ebola lessons learnt process. It is also very important to continue our efforts to improve the 

core capacities in those countries which have already implemented the IHR. 

 

This IHR review is a very important part of the global reflection on the response to public 

health crises. For our part, the European Commission and the Luxembourg Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union are organising a lessons learned conference in October. The 

results of the conference will be shared widely.  

Thank you. 

 

 


