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I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

 

This World Health Assembly has been successful and memorable with several landmark 

resolutions adopted. The WHO’s mandate has been reinforced and it has been empowered to 

move full speed towards becoming a 21st century organization fit-for-purpose. This is what 

we all need and what we all want.  

 

The Ebola outbreak has shown us all that the world is ill prepared to respond to emergencies 

with health consequences and it exposed shortcomings and weaknesses in WHO. During this 

Health Assembly, we have seen real commitment from the organisation and its membership to 

complete the reform and increase its capacity and readiness to prevent and respond effectively 

to emergencies across the three levels of the organization. We welcome the Director 

General’s concluding remarks at the closing plenary yesterday reiterating such a commitment.   

 

We also welcome Dr Chan’s commitment to provide an adequate reply to the high 

expectations accompanying the adoption of the Programme Budget 2016-2017. The approved 

8 % increase goes hand in hand with the need for continued transparency and accountability at 

all three levels of the organisation, and we look forward to progress and outcomes in that 

regard. 

 

With regards to the functioning of the Health Assembly, we see improvements, however 

much works remains to be done.  We were pleased to see that only one evening session for the 

Committee was needed, and that the number of late working hours for the drafting groups was 

less than in previous years. We hope this trend continues.  We also congratulate the team 



responsible for creating and updating the World Health Assembly App – it was a very 

welcome and useful innovation.  

 

Finally, we express our commitment to maintain the technical nature and independence of the 

organization and to continue working on the follow up of issues as mandated by the 

Assembly.  

 

Thank you 

 


