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Distinguished Chairperson, 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova. 

The European Union congratulates WHO on its engagement in the processes leading up to the 

current open-ended working group proposal, which positions health as goal number 3, 

“Ensuring healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”. The nine targets focus on 

the completion and the extension of the Millennium Development Goals, including “universal 

access to sexual and reproductive health-care services” and include new elements such as 

universal health coverage (UHC), non-communicable diseases and mental health, as well as 

strengthening capacity for early warnings, risk reduction and management of national and 

global health risks. 

These nine targets reflect the breadth of the global health agenda, including the social, 

economic and environmental determinants of health.  

The EU has always highlighted the importance it attaches to health as an integral part of the 

post-2015 development agenda. The EU underlines the critical importance of ensuring 

universal health coverage and social protection for all, which are central for the achievement 

of sustainable development, linking hereby health and human rights, and highlighting the 

notion of equity in access to quality services. This is key to improving health outcomes, 

especially for the poorest and most vulnerable 

Furthermore, the EU remains committed to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of all 

human rights and to the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action 



and the Programme of Action of the ICPD and the outcomes of their review conferences and 

remains committed to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), in this context. 

The EU stresses the need to focus on Universal Health Coverage with a strong emphasis on 

resilient, quality and affordable health systems. Moreover, the EU is committed to integrate a 

human-rights based approach into all development activities,  including on sexual and 

reproductive health, in order to facilitate the achievement and successful implementation of 

the future SDGs, including in the health sector. 

The EU underlines the importance of the prevention and the control of both communicable 

and non-communicable diseases in the post-2015 development agenda to alleviate the burden 

that disproportionally affects low- and middle-income countries. 

The Ebola outbreak has further highlighted the need to address outbreak preparedness and 

response as part of the global health security context.  

It is important to note the multisectoral and cross-cutting nature of health and its relevance for 

some of the other 16 Sustainable Development Goals. We reiterate that health remains one of 

the key drivers for poverty eradication. 

We will follow with interest the technical work underway to develop the accompanying 

indicators to measure the proposed goals. The EU underlines the leading role of the WHO and 

other relevant partners in the development of the monitoring framework of the health-related 

SDGs.  

Finally the EU highlights the importance of the ongoing discussion on the means of 

implementation that are essential in translating the post 2015 agenda into concrete, 

comprehensive action.  

 


