
 
   
 
 
 

European Union 
Statement  

 

 

 

WHO 

68th World Health Assembly 

(18-26 May 2015) 

 

________ 
 
 

Agenda item 15.4 
 

WHO Response in severe, large-scale emergencies 
 
 

________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Geneva, 22 May 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

 
– CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY –  



WHO 
68th World Health Assembly 

(18-26 May 2015) 
EU Statement 

Agenda item 15.4 
WHO Response in severe, large-scale emergencies 

 

Chair,  

I'm honored to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia. 

 

We would like to thank the WHO for the report on its response in severe, large-scale 

emergencies. 

 

The world has faced an unprecedented magnitude of large scale and complex humanitarian 

and public health emergencies. They have required extraordinary response measures and 

reminded us that health concerns are present in all emergencies.  

 

Large-scale health emergencies create a serious burden for the national health systems as well 

as for international response mechanisms. We acknowledge the work done by WHO in 

leading an effective response to the six Grade 3 emergencies during the period under review.  

At the same time we note that there are several protracted crises that require WHO's 

continuous emergency response. 

 

The Ebola Virus outbreak showed us the importance of being able to respond quickly, timely, 

efficiently and in a coordinated manner. It, however, also highlighted the crucial importance 

of prevention, preparedness and early action at national level in order to save lives. 

Emergency preparedness and capacities required for health security must become routinely 

addressed in the context of health systems strengthening. In this regard, we would like to 

underline the urgent need to implement the International Health Regulations. 

 

The mandate given to WHO in its constitution, the organization’s response policy as defined 

in the Emergency Response Framework, its broad health expertise and its presence around the 



world are reasons why WHO should remain as the coordinator of health emergencies and the 

lead agency of the health cluster in humanitarian emergencies, in close coordination with 

other relevant actors.  

 

We welcome the five changes announced by the Director-General in her opening statement to 

make WHO better fit for this role. In addition to these changes, an enhanced WHO response 

requires clear operational leadership by the Director-General, advised by the Global Policy 

Group. The EU requests that these improvements are brought for consideration to the 69th 

World Health Assembly through the Executive Board. 

  

Chair, 

We have already witnessed progress, including the Emergency Response Framework and the 

implementation of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee transformative agenda for 

humanitarian assistance. The EU supports WHO's continued active engagement as an Inter-

Agency Standing Committee partner in humanitarian assistance.  

 

To conclude, we reiterate the importance of having a regular agenda item on emergencies in 

the governing bodies and suggest that the secretariat reports under this agenda item also on 

improvements made in WHO's emergency work, including with regard to work on 

preparedness. 

 

 


