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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, and Georgia. 

 

The European Union is very pleased that a Draft Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial 

Resistance is presented to the Assembly. We are also pleased to cosponsor collectively the 

draft resolution that has been tabled for the adoption of the action plan.  

 

The Draft Global Action plan is a major step for WHO and its Member States achieved in 

close cooperation with FAO and OIE. We wish to thank and acknowledge all stakeholders 

that were involved in developing this important Action Plan, in particular the Secretariat and 

the Strategic and Technical Advisory Group. Within one year, we have managed to develop in 

an inclusive manner a comprehensive plan ready for adoption. 

 

With this draft, WHO succeeded in involving all relevant sectors, including human and 

veterinary medicine as well as agriculture. It considers all elements required to tackle AMR 

thoroughly. The principles and the five strategic objectives are well identified. They create 

good guidance to Member States for developing national action plans.   

 

But we are not yet there:  

On financing, we would like to seek confirmation from the Secretariat that, irrespective of the 

outcome of the programme budget discussions, the action plan and the accompanying 



resolution will be fully budgeted in the Programme Budget for 2016-17. 

 

A Framework for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Global Action Plan still needs to be 

developed by the Secretariat and the Strategic and Technical Advisory Group . This will be a 

very important instrument to WHO and its Member States in measuring their efforts.  

 

The EU also underlines the urgent need to accelerate efforts to develop new antimicrobial 

medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and alternative therapies while preserving existing 

antimicrobial medicines through rational use.  WHO is an important partner in this regard. 

 

The adoption of the Global Action Plan is a first step. Now it is time to act. Member States are 

expected to implement the proposed actions and develop national plans. The European Union 

and its Member States have worked actively to ensure our public health interests via a One 

Health approach. This has led to the development and implementation of an EU Action Plan 

including national plans. However, much can still be done in our region. We are ready to 

support and interact with WHO, for example in the areas of responsible use and surveillance, 

in sharing our experiences with other countries, too. 

 

We also have to look forward beyond the implementation of the Global Action Plan.  

Therefore, the European Union and its Member States support the call for a High Level 

Meeting in the United Nations General Assembly in 2016. This will create a platform to 

further strengthening awareness of all sectors and commitment to work collectively on the 

global threat of Antimicrobial resistance.  

 


