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2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak and follow up to the special session of the Executive 

Board on Ebola – Ebola Interim Assessment Panel  

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

And I begin by extending our condolences to all those affected by Ebola virus disease in West 

Africa.  The EU and its Member States remain fully committed to getting to zero cases, to 

contributing to the recovery of the three affected countries, as well as to strengthening the 

preparedness of the countries in the region.  

 

In January, we highlighted the importance of launching an interim-assessment on WHO’s 

response to Ebola and we thank the panel for its interim report. It provides very pertinent 

preliminary observations and recommendations for improving WHO’s operational emergency 

response, within its mandate.  

 

The report highlights the gaps and delays in WHO’s response in the early months of the 

outbreak including the non-activation of the health cluster.  We look forward to further 

analysis, references to information sources where possible, and more detailed 

recommendations in the final report, including on how WHO reforms can be implemented. In 

addition, we would propose a focus on WHO’s relations with other partners on the ground. 

We think that the assessment would also benefit from further analysis on WHO’s 

management of the Foreign Medical Teams.  

 

We also welcome the emphasis by the panel on improving the implementation of the 

International Health Regulations especially the need to put in place systems and measures to 

address complex situations, including considering whether there should be different levels of 



alert. This becomes particularly relevant to outbreaks in countries more vulnerable to 

emergencies, which may have limited capacity to prevent, detect and respond effectively 

without additional support. We stress that this needs to be part of a wider approach to the 

strengthening of national health system. In this regard we have high expectations of the 

forthcoming IHR review addressing this particular issue. Nevertheless, we would remain 

cautious on any proposals going beyond the remit of the IHRs. 

 

While waiting for the final report, we highlight the observation by the panel on the need for a 

cultural and organizational shift in emergency response, across and within all three levels of 

WHO within its mandate.  We note that the report refers to leadership and crisis coordination 

as the biggest skill gap and we expect that the ongoing reforms within WHO and the 

definition of a single line of command will contribute to close that gap.  

 

Conscious of our share of the responsibilities, the EU and its Member States are also 

undertaking a comprehensive lessons-learnt exercise. It examines the EU’s own preparedness 

and response to the Ebola outbreak. We are aware of several ongoing lessons-learnt initiatives 

that we will collaborate with and hope that these will constitute a basis for further decisions 

and actions.  

 

We look forward to the final report as a basis for further action and expect the conclusions to 

feed into the wider UN Secretary General's high-level panel on the global response to health 

crises.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


