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2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak and follow up to the special session of the Executive 
Board on Ebola – Global Health Emergency Workforce 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The Ebola outbreak has had a tragic toll on the lives of thousands of people including 

hundreds of health workers and we pay tribute to their sacrifice and extend our sympathies to 

all those affected. We commend all the national and international humanitarian and health 

workers who continue to work tirelessly to bring this outbreak to a close.   

 

We need to learn the lessons from this outbreak and we need to continue enhancing our 

capacity for a quick and effective response to emergencies.  

 

We believe that the plan for a Global Health Emergency Workforce presented today is an 

ambitious and comprehensive step in the right direction. Having said this, we recognise that 

implementing this plan will require the necessary financial and human resources.  We 

therefore assume that the related costs are included in the Programme Budget 2016-17, and 

that the contingency fund, once established, can also be drawn on, in emergencies. Moreover, 

a clear and effective trigger mechanism will need to be designed as part of the 

operationalization of this global emergency health workforce. 

 

We agree with the broad scope proposed by the secretariat on emergency response, reiterating 

that nearly all emergencies have health consequences.  

 

Raising the all-hazards surge capacity for rapid deployment is essential. The reform of the 

WHO emergency structures, including improved leadership and coordination, is key. We 



support the need for separate administrative and technology systems to ensure rapid 

deployment in emergencies.  

 

WHO needs to better fulfill its role in responding to outbreaks and addressing emergencies, 

including as global health cluster lead, within its mandate. Therefore, better preparation is 

needed, such as advance agreements with partners on the lead roles of teams on the ground.  

 

In addition, links with existing networks and partnerships need to be improved in order to 

both build on experience and guarantee the multidisciplinary skills needed. For instance, the 

medical evacuation system MEDEVAC established during the Ebola outbreak by the 

European Union and other partners, in collaboration with WHO is one area to develop further.  

Under the European Union Civil Protection Mechanism we are contributing to the global 

effort by developing a voluntary pool of medical experts and response capacities which can be 

drawn from participating States to ensure a faster and more effective response. The European 

Union will continue to work closely with WHO to ensure complementarity, synergies and 

alignment in this area and in relation to Foreign Medical Teams.  

 

We welcome the proposal for a steering committee representing the relevant networks and 

partners to ensure coherence and the EU is willing to play an active and constructive role in 

that effort.  

 

The immediate response must always be based on national capacity. We support investing in 

emergency preparedness and response at national level by increasing quality training and 

certification as a core capacity of resilient health systems. 

 

In conclusion, we look forward to the swift implementation of this plan to be presented for the 

consideration of the 69th WHA through the Executive Board, while ensuring that the it does 

not impede WHO’s emergency response in the transition period.  

 

Thank you. 

 


