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2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak and follow up to the special session of the Executive 
Board on Ebola – Contingency fund  

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

We thank the Secretariat for the report on the options for a contingency fund to support 

WHO’s emergency response capacity. We support the creation of such a fund, which we 

understand will serve to complement other funds both inside and outside WHO. We also 

understand that it will be financed through flexible voluntary contributions.  

 

We agree with the proposal to absorb the two "disused" existing funds within WHO 

Headquarters, namely the WHO Rapid Response Account and WHO-Nuclear Threat Initiative 

Emergency Outbreak Response Fund. 

 

The primary goal for WHO is to act quickly to provide an effective response in case of an 

emergency with health consequences, and in order to prevent the escalation of any potential 

hazard or event becoming a serious health emergency. We support the use of this fund for 

these purposes, in line with the Emergency Response Framework and the International Health 

Regulations, and in order to bridge the gap before funds from appeals are received and other 

funds can be tapped.  

 

With regards to the timing, we understand that a 3 months period should provide enough time 

for appeal funding to be made available. Disbursement of the fund should be at the discretion 

of the WHO Director General, or his/her delegate, and minimal bureaucracy should be 

maintained to provide rapid funding for WHO’s immediate response, including delivery 

through partners.  



We recognise the Review Committee on the Functioning of the International Health 

regulations of 2005, which recommended that the fund should have a size of USD 100 

million.  

 

We stress the need for the fund to be used in a reliable, transparent and accountable manner. 

This includes regular financial reporting, and applying the principles and practices of 

neutrality, humanity, impartiality and independence of good humanitarian donorship in its 

use.  

 

Member States should exercise “a posteriori” oversight of such a use of the fund through 

WHO's governing bodies. Robust accountability structures, including full access to the fund's 

financial, implementation and performance data are strongly required.  

 

We propose that this Health Assembly establishes the contingency fund on a pilot basis and 

reviews its modalities after two years. 

 

Thank you 

 

 


