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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States,  
 
We welcome the progress made so far in WHO reform implementation and remain committed 

to improving the organization’s inclusiveness, accountability, transparency and efficiency. 

 

The reform package, once achieved, has the potential to be a guarantor for using resources 

effectively. It should help to ensure a WHO that delivers expected results in a cost effective 

and efficient way, and encompasses strong financial control. We are not there yet – more 

work is needed in this area. 

 

WHO reform has not progressed evenly and therefore we welcome the renewed energy on 

governance reform.  

 

Strengthening the vertical and horizontal coordination between WHO global, regional and 

country levels will lead to more coherence, and improve the transparent and sustainable 

budgeting of health topics, decisions and resolutions adopted by the WHO governing bodies. 

In addition, it contributes to the positive use of personnel mobility. 

 

For the EU, the corporate alignment of the three levels of the organization and strengthening 

the accountability lines between the Director General and the Regional Directors is crucial in 

the next steps of governance reform. We consider the proposals like an accountability 

compact as very constructive. 

 

The coming months should be used to further strengthen reform at all three levels of the 

WHO, including country and regional offices. In this regard, we repeat our request for a 

report on WHO’s work at country level to the governing bodies. 

 



Concerning resolutions and decisions, a more robust procedure needs to be put in place with 

regard to their financing and impact on WHO’s work as well as their sun-setting. The role of 

the Executive Board Bureau should be reviewed to better bridge the Member States, regions 

and Secretariat. 

 

We are encouraged by the constructive discussions at the first open Member States meeting 

on governance reform last week. The best practices and ideas, presented at the meeting 

provide a solid basis to proceed. We are convinced that if we continue in the same spirit and 

commitment, we are able to move from discussions to decisions. 

 

Finally, we also note that rules on WHO’s engagement with non-state actors form an 

important part of the reform process. We wish to emphasize the importance of keeping WHO 

relevant in the 21st century and for this purpose hope that we can soon come to a positive 

outcome enabling the adoption of the Framework of Engagement.  

 

We are looking forward to building a solid governance reform package for consideration at 

the EB in January 2016. 

 


