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WHO 

136th Executive Board 

EU Statement 

Item 6.4  Follow-up to the 2014 high-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly 
to undertake a comprehensive review and assessment of the progress achieved in the 

prevention and control of non-communicable diseases 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

We thank the secretariat for the 2 presented reports. 

 

The UN High Level Political Declaration on NCDs, the WHO Global NCDs Action Plan and the 

nine voluntary global targets are based on the commitment of all Member States and guide 

Member States in addressing NCDs. The targets can only be achieved if country level efforts are 

continued across all government sectors, including health systems.  

 

WHO and other UN agencies should support the work of Member States within their respective 

mandates and guarantee good inter-agency coordination through the NCD Task Force. 

 

The EU wishes also to see an intensified engagement of non-state actors contributing to the 

global NCD agenda, facilitated by the Global Coordination Mechanism.  

 

The Global NCD Monitoring Framework and the Global Action Plan indicators, adopted after 

lengthy negotiations, must remain as the main instruments for the collection of data on the 

progress made in the implementation of the UN declaration.  

 

We recall that data collected in the NCD Country Capacity Survey and other relevant WHO 

reporting instruments are useful in complementing the 2017 reporting to the UN Secretary 

General. This is shown by the impressive 2014 Global Status Report on non-communicable 

diseases, which we have just received. 

 

The progress made in achieving the nine voluntary global targets and the 25 indicators of the 

global monitoring framework is sufficient as milestones. Measures to address NCDs are 



contained in the Global NCD Action Plan. We therefore, do not see any need to have an 

additional set of global indicators.  

 

The EU supports the 2016-2017 work plan proposed for the GCM. However, the EU prefers to 

hold the first General Meeting of the GCM planned for 2017 as a working level meeting, in 

order to ensure more efficient use of limited resources. 

 

We need continued WHO leadership in this work, first and foremost to improve the health of our 

populations, but also to show to the world that we together can deliver what we have agreed to. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


