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WHO 
 

136th Executive Board 
 

EU Statement 
 

Item 7.1 - Monitoring the achievement of the health-related MDGs 
 

Madame/Mister Chair, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia 

 

The European Union and its Member States welcome the unprecedented progress that has 

been made towards the achievement of the health-related MDGs in the last decade. We 

appreciate and welcome the work of the WHO and its partners, through for instance, the 

newborn health action plan (WHA resolution 67.10), the post 2015 vision for ending 

preventable maternal mortality, and the report on health for the world’s adolescents, to name a 

few. By informing, encouraging and monitoring actions at country level, the work of the 

organization and its partners has made a fundamental contribution to the realization of the 

health-related MDG targets.  

 

The progress, however, has been uneven. Substantial effort is still required to drastically 

reduce mortality, most notably in the areas of maternal and newborn health. It is important not 

to lose momentum now, and move forward beyond current achievements to complete the 

unfinished work in the post 2015 era. What we need is country-level leadership, governance 

and investment for stronger health systems to ensure all women, children and adolescents 

have access to effective interventions and services in order to be in good health, including 

sexual and reproductive health, and taking into account the cross-cutting human rights based 

approach. Moreover we have to maintain special attention on programmes that address 

inequalities, gender imbalances and discrimination and that provide gender-specific 

information, including comprehensive sexuality education, contraceptives, life and parenting 

skills education, health services and social support, in particular for young people. These are 



key elements within the context of universal health coverage. In this light, we commend the 

growing impetus at country level following the endorsement at the last World Health 

Assembly of the Every newborn action plan. 

 

The European Union and its Member States welcome the proposal of the Open Working 

Group, recalling the 9 health-related targets of which 3 relate to the current MDGs. It is clear 

that health is an important element in the Sustainable Development Goal’s agenda. WHO is a 

key international actor in the area of public health, and from this perspective we request the 

DG and her Secretariat to report at the WHA on the related and relevant work of the 

organization towards and beyond September 2015, with special attention for the development 

of a framework for monitoring of the health-related SDGs early on in the process. 

Chair, Colleagues, I thank you for your attention. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


