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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration1: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia 

The International Health Regulations are the cornerstone of global health security.   The Ebola 

outbreak is a tragic reminder of why we need to take action and accelerate progress to ensure 

that all State Parties meet the core capacities to implement the IHR by June 2016.  

Although significant progress has been made in some areas, there remains much work to be 

done. Within the EU, there is a common effort afoot, through the recent EU Decision on 

serious cross-border health threats, to meet the core elements of the IHR in terms of 

preparedness, surveillance and response. We encourage all countries to report on their self-

assessments in order to have a complete picture of the global situation.  

We agree with the IHR review committee analysis that a change of perspective is needed 

which emphasises the integral relationship between IHR and health system strengthening 

including the important role played by health workers and the need to include all parts of the 

society in the preparedness and response. We particularly would like to draw your attention 

on the need to initiate a collective reflection on what the implementation of the IHR entails 

for fragile states or those countries with very weak health systems. If the IHR requirements 

are not achievable at once, a stepwise approach towards full implementation needs to be 

started now. We also support the need to take action to ensure the future monitoring of IHR 

                                                           
1
 Turkey is a Candidate country; the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Serbia and Albania as well as potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 



implementation including the consideration of solid, transparent and reliable assessment 

instruments.  

We welcome the secretariat report which highlights the handling of the public health events 

and emergencies including Middle East respiratory Syndrome, and Ebola outbreak and Polio.  

Despite this increased action, we are concerned by the chronic shortage of core funding in this 

area.  Furthermore, we recognise that the number of public health risks and emergencies 

reported are increasing and that WHO needs to strengthen its capacity to tackle several crisis 

simultaneously.  

The last 12 months have shown us all that the world is ill prepared to deal with a sustained 

public health threat.  Global health security relies on collective action and mutual trust and the 

participation of all parts of society. Let us work together to put in place the core capacities 

which are needed to detect health risks early and respond quickly in a coordinated manner. 

This means renewed support and commitment at global, regional and country level.  We need 

to prepare now for the 2016 deadline and define a roadmap and a timeframe, including for 

regional meetings as a part of a global process.   

Thank you 

 


