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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States  

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration1: Turkey, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

 

We wish to acknowledge the work of the WHO secretariat and the Strategic and Technical 

Advisory Group on antimicrobial resistance to develop the draft Global Action Plan. We 

welcome the extensive consultation with a wide range of stakeholders in this process over the 

past year.  

 

We can be in no doubt that there is an urgent need for concerted global action to tackle 

Antimicrobial Resistance. That action needs to take a holistic, One Health approach, which 

engages all relevant sectors, including human and animal health, agriculture, environment and 

research.  We believe that this One Health concept could be strengthened in each of the 5 

objectives.    

 

There is an ever increasing body of evidence showing the economic and public health 

consequences of delaying taking action.  That is why reaching a global consensus now, on the 

way forward, is so vital.    

 

We agree that the availability and prudent use of effective antibiotics should be the core of the 

Global Action Plan. A range of diverse approaches are needed to achieve this, including 

investment into new medicines and other interventions, enhanced surveillance systems, as 

well as basic hygiene and infection prevention and control measures.  
                                                           
1
 Turkey is a Candidate country; the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Serbia and Albania as well as potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the 

Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 



 

We welcome the Framework for Action set out in the draft Global Action Plan.  It identifies 

the main areas for action, provides a common basis for delivering an integrated approach to 

tackle AMR. The plan takes account of national needs and recognises the role that 

international and national partners need to play to achieve this in a coordinated manner. In 

this way, it provides a mechanism to mobilise resources to garner political support for action. 

 

The European Union and its Member States has, under the leadership of Sweden, developed a 

joint research initiative on AMR which fosters collaboration among countries.  We invite 

others to join this initiative. 

 

We support the call for Member States to develop and implement national action plans 

aligned with the Global Action Plan within two years.  

 

We would also like to see the plan supported by an effective monitoring and reporting 

mechanism to measure progress. This information should be reflected in the WHO biannual 

progress reports and used to inform the development of quantitative measures to assess the 

impact of the Global Action Plan.  

 

We urge the Executive Board to support this draft global action plan and recommend that it be 

adopted at the 68th WHA in May this year.  

 

 
 
 


