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EU statement 

11.2 Proposed Programme Budget 2016-2017 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The European Union generally welcomes the new draft version of the Programme Budget. 

However, we would like to stress, that the relevant document has to be published in due time 

and we expect the next draft by end of April as promised by the Secretariat in PBAC.  

 

We acknowledge the progress achieved in improving the results chain and results-based 

management. We strongly support the approach taken, to break with past practice of setting 

priorities based on historic precedent.  

 

However, we are disappointed that the current draft does not include an adequate costing of 

outputs. It is our sincere expectation that the next version of the Programme Budget includes 

budgeted outputs.  

 

We expect that all recent WHA resolutions are fully included in the next version as well as the 

cost for implementation of the global action plan on AMR that we hope will be adopted by the 

Assembly in May.  

 

In this regard we would request further information on which areas of work have been 

reduced to account for these new resolutions.  

 

Furthermore, we recall the decision taken at the WHA in 2014 that the DG should report on 

how the costs of resolutions not covered by the programme budget will be handled, as well as 

on options to ensure alignment of resolutions with the general programme of work and related 

programme budgets.   

 

In addition, the European Union welcomes the budgetary shifts that reflect the strengthening 

of capacities for preparedness, surveillance and response. We expect to receive further 



information on how the financial implications of the resolution on the Ebola outbreak will be 

addressed in the Programme Budget 2016-2017.  

 

We note that the Secretariat has put forward three different options for the overall budget 

envelope which all foresee a budget increase, if compared to the Programme Budget as 

approved by the Assembly in 2013.The third option indicates a further budget increase, based 

on additional needs expressed by several major offices, which total about 122 Million USD. 

We seek clarification, on which additional outputs are foreseen to be financed through these 

additional 122 Million USD.   

 

Furthermore, we request the Secretariat to clarify how it envisages to finance the budget 

increases proposed in all three options.  

 

Finally we would like to hear from the Secretariat on how it will allocate the budget space to 

the major offices if no clear consensus is reached regarding the outcome of the working group 

on strategic budget space allocation.  

 

Thank you. 

 


