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I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

We welcome the progress made so far in WHO reform implementation and remain committed 

to improving governing body inclusiveness, transparency and efficiency. The current Ebola 

crisis proves the urgency to accelerate the implementation of needed reforms. It is vital that 

we build an organization that is able both to respond to disease outbreaks, public health 

emergencies and humanitarian crises, as well as to deliver on its normative mandate.   

 

To achieve this we need an increased focus on human resources management, internal 

communication and managerial accountability at all three levels of WHO, including the 

regional and country offices. Genuine commitment by the secretariat to evaluation would 

facilitate all these processes. 

 

We need to play our part as well. We urge member states to apply better self-discipline and 

we call upon the Officers of the Board to follow the agreed decisions on the working methods 

of governing bodies (WHA65(9)). We reiterate our call for more robust reform 

implementation, as progress towards more manageable governing body agendas is slow. The 

agendas continue to be too long with too many new topics, which may hamper in-depth 

discussions and democratic decision-making. 

 

Comprehensive reporting on the implementation of resolutions is an important tool for 

accountability and we insist that adequate time is allocated in the Health Assembly for this 

purpose. Furthermore, early discussion on draft resolutions as proposed under point 7 of the 

report of the Secretariat would facilitate the work.  In addition, the active involvement of 

Member States, combined with an inclusive approach towards Non State Actors, who are 

important partners in global health, needs to be recognised and acted upon.  

 



We welcome every effort for more innovative public administration solutions to improve 

effectiveness and efficiency. Several services could be outsourced, if needed. We also call 

upon quick and efficient WHO digital reform, which could contribute to the Geneva buildings 

renovation strategy. 

 

We agree that steps must be taken for a more coordinated approach to side-events. It is 

important that the focus of attention and resources during the World Health Assembly is 

primarily on the agenda items of the Assembly.  

 

To conclude, the EU and its Member States place great importance on the success of WHO 

Reform. We can overall support the approaches included in the report and we will continue to 

work actively with WHO and its membership to ensure progress.  

 

Thank you for your attention.   

 


