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- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY - 



EU Statement 

Session 1: Current Context and challenges; stopping the epidemic and preparedness in 

non-affected countries and regions 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 

 

The European Union remains deeply concerned about the spread of the Ebola virus and the 

continuing loss of life. We pay tribute to all the people, particularly health and humanitarian 

workers engaged in bringing this outbreak to an end. We also recognise the dedication of 

WHO staff.  

 

In October, European Union leaders committed to strengthen the EU’s response and we 

quickly exceeded the 1 billion Euro pledge. The EU and its Member States have provided 

assistance to the countries most affected, including by building and staffing Ebola Treatment 

Centres, providing mobile laboratories, equipment and logistical support. To address the 

bottleneck in recruiting international qualified personnel, a medical evacuation system has 

been put in place which guarantees them rapid access to care.   

 

We need to continue building and maintaining trust between communities and authorities and 

empowering communities to take ownership of the response.   

 

We reiterate that WHO’s prime focus needs to be on tackling the crisis and ‘getting to zero’. 

Despite the latest positive news, much work still remains to be done. Complacency can be just 

as harmful as fear.  

 

We need to ensure that the world is better prepared to tackle the next health crisis whatever 

and wherever it will be. This includes the full implementation of the International Health 

Regulations. The EU is supporting WHO and working directly with the neighbouring 

countries to strengthen capacity to prepare, detect and respond to any future Ebola cases.  

 

The EU is also working with WHO and other partners to support and accelerate research into 

Ebola vaccines, treatments and diagnostics. The Ebola crisis reminds us of the utmost 

importance of research and development to prevent, detect and treat neglected diseases.   

 



This multi-faceted approach underlines the vital need for investing in resilient and sustainable 

health systems, including a qualified health workforce. We count on WHO's technical 

assistance and expertise in this field. 

 

Together with Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia and the United Nations, the European Union will 

host a high level meeting on 3 March in Brussels to sustain action to end the outbreak and to 

create the basis for sustainable recovery.  

 

We recognise that the international community failed to address the early stages of the Ebola 

outbreak effectively. We have to learn lessons from this crisis. We need to capitalise on 

current and past experiences to improve WHO’s core capacity to play its role in health 

emergencies and as the lead agency of the humanitarian health cluster. Needless to say, this 

core function requires sustained funding. 

 

We need, more than ever, a WHO fit-for-purpose which emerges from this crisis as a stronger 

and more agile organisation to lead, and respond effectively, to future health emergencies. We 

need to accelerate progress on WHO reform and we welcome future reflections and 

discussions on the broader global health architecture.  


