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Chair, Madam Director General,  

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, 

 

We thank you Madam Director General for making the time once again to meet with the European 

Region especially in these times of crisis. 

 

We are deeply concerned about the crisis caused by the Ebola virus, in Western Africa and extend 

our condolences to all those affected by this unprecedented outbreak. We pay tribute to all 

humanitarian and health workers in the front line who are working tirelessly to bring this crisis to an 

end.  This is a global crisis which concerns all of us. We will continue to assist, in particular the 

most affected areas, and to work with WHO and other UN, regional and NGO partners to help 

tackle the disease as swiftly and efficiently as possible. 

 

We welcome WHO's leadership in developing, in coordination with others, the Ebola Response 

Road Map and we must now turn our urgent attention to operationalizing it and turning actions into 

results. We reiterate the importance of providing all partners with regular situation updates, which 

provide specific and targeted needs assessments. This will help to identify possibilities of financial, 

logistical and other support such as human resources. 

 

As part of a necessary multi-faceted response, we welcome the appointment of the UN system 

coordinator on Ebola to ensure that all relevant parts of the UN system are activated and working 

coherently. We encourage continued close cooperation with the Emergency Relief Coordinator and 

humanitarian partners.  

 

We agree on the urgent need to retain and re-establish transport links to the affected areas in order 

to ensure an effective response and to diminish the negative effects on the economy in the area. The 

EU and its Member States are working actively to find possible options to reduce the growing 

isolation of these areas in the region.  

 

In addition to the 11.9 million EURO in humanitarian response in August, the EU announced a 140 

million EURO Ebola response package for both crisis and recovery phases. In addition to 

continuing humanitarian relief such as patient care, support for health workers and contact tracing, 
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the funds also aim at strengthening national healthcare systems.  EU Member States are also 

providing significant bilateral assistance to the affected countries. 

 

The Ebola outbreak has shown us in the most graphic way the importance of investing in robust 

health systems and having a trained and protected health workforce. Much of the EU’s investment 

in health in developing countries is targeted at systems strengthening and we need to maintain 

pressure and galvanise more support in this area. 

 

We need to continue sustained action on implementing the International Health Regulations and to 

increase capacity in preparedness. We are only as strong as the weakest link.  

 

Madam Director General,  

We all recognise the magnitude of the challenge in front of us. Yesterday, a high level EU meeting 

on Ebola took place in Brussels and Health ministers are meeting next week in Milan where the 

Ebola crisis will be addressed. The European Union and its Member States are committed to deploy 

all efforts to step up support and assist in putting an end to this outbreak.  

 

Thank you  
 


