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The EU and its 27 member Member States deeply regret not having the opportunity to discuss this 

report at this Executive Board meeting.   

 

We note that the submission of this item was fully in line with the EB rules of procedure.   

 

However, in the interests of moving this forward, we can accept the emerging consensus, provided 

that there is a decision by the EB, mandating the Director General to engage in a dialogue with 

Member States, and ensuring that the item is included in the provisional agenda for EB 134, with a 

view to having a substantive discussion on this item at that EB session, led by the Director General.   

 

We recognise that this is a sensitive topic and the difficulty in reaching consensus on this matter.  

However, we very much regret the discriminatory language that we have heard at times this 

morning and hope that all parties can refrain from the use of such language in future discussions on 

this item.   

 

Discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation is prohibited under the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union as well as the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union. Such values are very close to the EU's heart and are widely promoted across all policies.  

 

Harmful behaviours, lack of access to prevention and health care services, and inadequate 

treatments are frequently a consequence of stigma and discrimination, and often result in health 

inequalities for LGBTI persons. Accordingly, we believe that all discriminatory legislation, policies 

and practices against LGBTI persons must be removed, such as inadequate health service provision, 

denial of care, compulsory treatments and violation of privacy rules.  In this way, we can improve 

access of health care to such vulnerable groups and improve national health outcomes.   

Thank you. 
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