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133rd WHO Executive Board  

 (29-30 May 2013) 

EU Statement 

Agenda item 5 

WHO Reform: Internal Governance – Options for criteria for inclusion,  
 

exclusion or deferral of items on the provisional agenda of the Executive Board  
 

 
Madam Chairperson, distinguished colleagues, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

 

The EU and its MS are committed to WHO reform to ensure that WHO is fit for purpose in a 21st 

century global health context. We believe that full implementation of WHO reform will also 

enhance WHO’s credibility and independence as a public health organisation and preserve its 

leadership role as the UN specialised agency for health. 

 

We, therefore, support all measures aimed at fostering a more strategic and disciplined approach to 

priority setting by governing bodies and to streamlining their methods of working. In this context, 

we strongly welcome the proposals outlined in document EB133/3. 

 

We note with concern the volume of agenda items for sessions of the EB has been increasing 

steadily in recent years and that a record number of agenda items were tabled for discussion at EB 

132. A clear, transparent and efficient process and criteria for the inclusion, exclusion or deferral of 

items on the provisional agenda of the EB is clearly necessary to ensure the effective management 

of future Board agendas. 

 

With regard to the proposals outlined in document EB133/3, our preference would be for option 2. 

In our view, a one step approach that requires proposals to fulfil all three criteria of the resolution 

EB121.R1 will be more streamlined, efficient and easier to apply in practice. We also welcome the 

proposal in paragraph 17 of the document that ‘the supporting evidence that respond to the criteria 
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be incorporated into the explanatory memo required under Rule 9 of the EB Rules of Procedure’, 

together with the proposal for the development of guidelines in this regard. 
 

In addition, we welcome and support the Secretariat’s proposals for guidelines for the ‘supporting 

statements’ that must accompany proposals for items of an urgent nature for addition to the 

provisional agenda. 

 

Finally, as stated at WHA66, the EU and its MS will continue to support all measures that improve 

management of agenda items and draft resolutions with the aim of ensuring efficient sessions of the 

Board.  We believe that substantial progress must be made on this issue at governing body meetings 

in 2014. 

 

Thank you. 
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