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Thank you Chair, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

 

We thank the secretariat for the report on Universal Health Coverage (UHC). 

UHC is an important means to achieve healthier lives for people and is also a goal in itself. It 

contributes towards the realisation of both health equity and the enjoyment of the right to health. 

Full and effective implementation of this right includes the UNGA commitments in relation to 

NCDs, HIV/AIDS and sexual and reproductive health. 

Effective UHC requires a health system with sufficient human, technical and financial capacities to 

provide quality services that are accessible to all and answer the needs of all. A minimum set of 

services is not sufficient. 

There should be targeted efforts for poor, vulnerable and marginalised segments of the population. 

We all know that in the absence of UHC, these groups are particularly at risk of financial hardship 

due to excessive out-of-pocket payments.  

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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To address the broader determinants of health, taking into account that all aspects of health should 

be taken from promotion to rehabilitation, effective Universal Health Coverage requires a health 

system with broad public health measures. Furthermore, it requires a multi-sectoral ‘Health in all 

Policies’ approach, in collaboration with and with support from ministries such as Finance, Trade, 

Labour and Social Affairs as well as civil society and the private sector. 

To address the demands from countries on how to develop a system of Universal Health Coverage, 

development partners should align their efforts and coordinate their inputs for capacity 

development, preferably through existing partnerships such as P4H or IHP+. 

Finally, the EU firmly believes that UHC should play a key role in the post-2015 agenda and it 

recalls the UNGA resolution on Global Health and Foreign Policy which was co-sponsored by over 

90 Member States including all EU Member States in 2012. We also recognise the central role 

given to UHC and access in the UN- led thematic consultation for health in the post-2015 agenda. 

UHC can significantly contribute to sustainable development and the containment of new and 

existing health threats. 

Thank you.  
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