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66th World Health Assembly 

 (20 – 28 May 2013) 

EU Statement 

Agenda item 15.2  

Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 
 
 

Thank you, Chair. 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, Turkey§, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina*, Ukraine,  the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

 

Let me begin by thanking the Director General for this first bi-annual report on the Pandemic 

Influenza Preparedness Framework, as well as thanking the members of the Advisory Group for 

their work during the start-up phase of the PIP Framework. We support the Advisory Group’s 

recommendations, in light of its role to guide the work of WHO in this area .  

 

The EU and its Member States stress the importance of continued and timely sharing of PIP 

material and related information in order to enhance global health security and build capacity to 

provide high quality vaccines and diagnostic reagents for all in need. 

 

The current outbreak of H7N9 can be considered as a test case for the application of the PIP 

Framework. We can see that the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System works 

well with regard to timely sharing of relevant information, virus samples and diagnostic tools. In the 

context of this outbreak, we would like to underline the importance of close national and 

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
§ Candidate Country  
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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international cooperation and scientific collaboration between critical sectors and services, in 

particular between those in charge of animal and human public health.  

 

We appreciate the financial contributions to the PIP Framework, which WHO has already  received 

and agree that a small share of these should be used to strengthen WHO’s capacities to fulfil its 

duties within the Framework.  In this context we would urge the Secretariat to conclude further 

SMTA2 negotiations with manufacturers as soon as possible.  

 

We consider that  partnership contributions should be given to WHO free of any conditions for their 

potential use. Instead, WHO should establish a clear and transparent plan for their use, as  this is 

key to ensuring a high level of preparedness for pandemic influenza in line with the General 

Programme of Work and the Programme Budget  for 2014/2015. 

 

Finally, the EU is well aware of the continuous pandemic threat and recognises the PIP Framework 

as a key means to prepare the world to respond to such threats. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
 


	European Union
	Statement
	WHO
	Geneva, May 2013
	Thank you.

