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66th World Health Assembly 

 (20 – 28 May 2013) 
 

Agenda item 14.1 
 

Monitoring the achievement of the health-related Millenium Development Goals 
 

Health in the post-2015 development agenda 
 

EU Statement 
 
 
 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 
 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The MDGs have made the world a better place but inequities still exist both within and between 

countries. The EU acknowledges the progress made, especially on MDG 4 and 6, although even 

here the job is not yet done, especially as mortality from infectious diseases can rebound very 

quickly if we shift focus. We fully endorse the principle of country ownership as well as the 

importance of strengthening health systems. 

However, we have an unfinished MDG-agenda, in particular MDG 5 and MDG 5b. To accelerate 

progress towards universal access to reproductive health , special focus is needed on sexual and 

reproductive health programmes, in particular for young people, that provide gender-specific 

information, including comprehensive sexuality education, skills, contraceptives, health service and 

social support. Harmful barriers to girls’ and women’s health that block access and the right to 

health for millions of women and girls must be removed. 

The EU remains strongly committed to supporting the achievement of the MDGs globally by 2015. 

To accelerate progress, more efforts is needed to health systems strengthening  and addressing 

cross-cutting challenges such as human rights, equity, gender equality, democracy and good 

governance as well as strategic investments in key populations and youth.  

                                                 
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 
potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

 3

The EU continues pushing for WHO to inform the global community on the most effective ways to 

realize the best outcomes for the health MDGs leading up to and beyond 2015. WHO country 

offices need to support partner countries better in the delivery of their national plans and priorities. 

We reiterate our commitment to IHP+ as the preferred framework to apply the aid effectiveness 

principles to health.  

The work on the post-2015 agenda has just begun. I would like to draw your attention to the 

statement made on behalf of the EU and its Member States in the general debate on this topic.  

Investing in health is good economics as it helps tackle the root causes of underdevelopment, 

poverty and instability. Therefore, health should be a cornerstone of the post-2015 agenda. The 

WHO and its member states have played and must continue to play a crucial role in ensuring that 

health is an essential theme in and across the overall post 2015 agenda. The EU looks forward to 

continuing the discussion with international partners on how we collectively can address the inter-

related global challenges that we now face in one single overarching framework for post-2015, 

including both the follow-up to Rio+20 and the MDG review. 
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