
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EU Statement 

 

 

 

WHO 

Executive Board 

132nd Session 

(Geneva, 21 to 29 January 2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

" E-health - draft resolution of Mauretania and draft decision on Internet domain names 

related to health" 

 

(Agenda item 10.5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geneva, 28 January 2013 

 

 

 

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -  



 2 

WHO 

132nd  Executive Board 

(21-29 January 2013) 

"E-health - draft resolution of Mauretania and draft decision on Internet domain names 

related to health" 

(Agenda item 10.5) 

 

EU statement  

 

 

 

Thank you Chair, 

I speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

The EU thanks Mauretania and Myanmar for putting this topic before us today and, we support it 

with three minor amendments. 

Firstly, in OP1, we would ask that the usual REIO footnote be added after "Urges  

Member States" * 

Secondly, in OP1.2, we propose to add at the end of the paragraph, the words "as well as to ensure 

the privacy of personal clinical data". 

Thirdly, in OP2.4 we ask that after the word "ehealth" we add the words "to support Member 

States" and that we replace the word "implementation" by the words "innovation in this field". It 

would then read "To promote full utilisation of the network of WHO collaborating centres for 

health and medical informatics and ehealth to support member states for research, development and 

innnovaton in this field. 

You will also have seen that we have tabled, on behalf of the EU, a draft decision on internet 

domain names. Our motivation in proposing this decision is that the EU  recognizes the 

opportunities and challenges with regard to the development of a quality online health environment. 

We support the expansion of trusted Internet domain names related to health, provided that these are 

managed in a way that does not compromise public health.  
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Therefore, the ongoing process of assignment of top level Internet domain names related to health - 

such as dot health and its language variants - must aim at protecting eHealth users and maintaining 

a lawful health environment. The Internet should not become a haven for unauthorized medical 

services, such as the promotion and sale of falsified medicines, and the illicit use of personal health 

data.  

The EU and its Member States believe that the World Health Organization, exercising its essential 

function as the directing and coordinating authority in the field of global health, is entitled to protect 

public health objectives in the process of allocation of the internet domain names related to health.  

Finally, we would like to stress that WHO's name and acronym shall be protected against its 

registration and misuse by third parties as part of their internet domain names. 

 

Thank you 

 

* And where applicable, Regional Economic Integration Organisations 

 

 

 

_____________________ 
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