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EU statement  

 

Thank you Madam Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia
*
, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia
*
, Montenegro

*
, Iceland

‡
, Serbia

*
, Albania

*
, Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

First, we would like to thank for the comprehensive report provided by the Secretariat that 

particularly takes into account the many recommendations issued by the Review Committee on the 

functioning of the International Health Regulations and on Pandemic Influenza (H1N1) 2009.  

At the last World Health Assembly, Member States had recognized the foremost priority to put in 

place one of the most ambitious international objectives in terms of health security by reaching a 

high level of preparedness and response capacities in all State Parties. In this regard, we fully 

support WHO in pursuing its leading role in the assistance of Member States initiatives to 

implement the IHR at national level. 

The EU and its Member States are highly committed to implementing IHR at the appropriate level 

and in a coordinated and coherent manner in order to achieve the most efficient results. The 

commitment of the EU and its Member States to maintain and strengthen global health security, 

which still remains a great challenge, demonstrates the high importance given to the international 

spread of communicable diseases and other health threats. 

                                                            
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 

potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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We encourage the Secretariat to intensify its work on the implementation of the resolution 

WHA65.23, especially by strengthening the mandate of the Secretariat of WHO in order to fulfill its 

mission, by assisting State Parties in the most urgent areas of the implementation and by assessing 

the effective functioning of the core capacities that have already been implemented. 

We also incite the Secretariat to work further on the criteria for the extension of the deadline for 

implementation and keeping in mind that this additional period should be granted by the Director 

General only in exceptional circumstances.  

Lastly, while acknowledging the recommendation 13 of the IHR review committee, the EU and its 

Member States urge the Secretariat to issue a report on the contingency fund for public health 

emergencies explaining its functioning, its purpose and the origin and the destination of the funding.  

We remain resolute and supportive in following the progress of the IHR implementation in every 

State Parties and its governance by WHO with the health sector.  

Thank you. 
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