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EU statement  

 

 

Madam Chair, distinguished colleagues, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

We remain strongly committed to the reform agenda in order to ensure that WHO, as the UN 

specialised agency on health, is fit-for-purpose in a 21
st
 century global health context. We also 

believe that reform is necessary to deliver the transparent budgetary process and robust governance 

structures necessary to support WHO to fulfil its core functions efficiently.  

In this context, we welcome the DG’s  report on reform implementation as well as the high-level 

implementation plan. We would like to commend the Secretariat on the WHO reform 

implementation plan browser, which will be a useful tool to assist us all in monitoring the 

implementation of reform over the coming years, and we look forward to the regular updating of 

browser content. 

We welcome the intention to submit regular reports on reform implementation to the IEAOC.  We 

note the proposal that the Committee undertake an independent validation role.  We would like to 

hear further from the Secretariat about what is envisaged in this regard. 

With regard to the estimated budget included in the high-level implementation plan, the costs 

associated with some items are substantial and we request further explanation in this regard, notably 

in relation to the costs associated with the proposed HR reforms. Any discussions on funding 

should also not impede progress in implementing reforms that do not carry significant financial 

costs, for example the elimination of duplication between the three levels of the organisation. 

We acknowledge that there may be costs associated with some aspects of WHO reform in the short 

term and we would request further clarification on the rationale behind the costings as set out in the 
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High Level Implementation Plan, for example, in relation to the proposed HR and governance 

reforms.  In addition, any discussions on funding should not impede progress in implementing 

reforms that do not carry significant financial costs, for example the elimination of duplication 

between the three levels of the organisation. 

Finally, we support the proposals for the establishment of the evaluation management group and 

note that this group will, inter alia, approve the terms of reference. In this regard, we would ask how 

Member States can input into the finalisation of the outline terms of reference by the group during 

February 2013. 

Thank you. 

_______________ 
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