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Madam Chair, Distinguished Colleagues. 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

The EU welcomes the proposals to streamline the work of the governing bodies and acknowledges 

the work that the Secretariat has undertaken on foot of WHA65 (9) and related EB decisions. 

We note the importance of improving the quality of reporting and adjusting the reporting cycles to 

better inform the governing bodies and in that context we would like to endorse the proposal to 

move PBAC and EB meetings to February. However, we require assurances on the benefits of this 

adjustment, particularly in terms of quality and timeliness of documents.  It would be of concern if 

the new dates impacted on the timely availability of documentation ahead of WHA.  

We support the proposals for improved management of agenda items and draft resolutions and 

welcome proposals for a better assessment of the financial and administrative implications of draft 

resolutions.  

With regard to the EB Rules of Procedure, Rule 5 stipulates that documents should be dispatched 

not less than six weeks before the commencement of a session.  We would suggest a new sentence 

to be included after para 3 to the effect that ‘if documents for the session are not dispatched three 

weeks before the commencement of a regular session, the agenda item point to which they refer 

shall be deferred to the next session, subject to the discretion of the Officers of the Board which 

shall include exceptional circumstances’. 

Regarding reporting requirements, we see reporting as an essential oversight mechanism. We can 

support the proposal to limit as a default, reporting requirements to the Assembly to a set number of 

instances unless the Assembly deems otherwise. We would suggest that the Secretariat examine 
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practices across the UN system where resolutions request a report to be provided to a given meeting 

but not to automatically recur at every session.  In addition, we would suggest that reports include 

the financial resources expended. 

On the issue of reporting of and communicating with Member States, we look forward to 

considering the detailed analysis of the current practice of health reporting at EB134 and welcome 

proposals for the pilot and possible introduction of an extranet platform for formal communication 

between WHO and the Member States. 

Finally, we note the report on global health governance and would welcome a strengthened focus in 

the GPW on the unique role of the WHO in global health governance, based on the core functions 

of the Organisation. We had expected a more ambitious outline in the GPW in view of the 

important role WHO plays as a convener for health in the complex global health environment.   

Thank you. 

______________________ 
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