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"Programmatic Reforms: Proposed Programme Budget 2014-2015" 

(Agenda item 11.3) 

 

EU statement  

 

  

 

Madam Chair, distinguished colleagues, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

We support the outcome of the extraordinary PBAC meeting including the proposal that the WHA 

approve the Programme Budget in its entirety. We look forward to further clarification in relation to 

the modalities of the financing dialogue, the allocation of AC funding, and the legal implications of 

the proposals on the draft appropriation resolution and the amendments to the financial regulations 

at this meeting.  Further details in relation to cost recovery measures would also be beneficial.   

 

We acknowledge the revised draft of the Programme Budget and that further work will be needed 

so that it may serve as the central tool for planning, financing, follow-up and accountability. We 

welcome the opportunity to provide detailed written comments on this draft and would suggest 

further consultation with Member States on the GPW, the PB, the modalities of the financial 

dialogue and the proposed amendments to the financial regulations in advance of the WHA in May. 

We also propose that the DG explore options for the Governing Bodies to perform a clear 

governance role in relation to the outcomes of the financial dialogue and the coordinated resource 

mobilization strategy, and present these for consideration at the PBAC in May.  In addition, we 

welcome that up-to-date information on known funding will be provided, at the time of approval of 

the PB at the Assembly.   

 

We remain committed to the principle of results-based budgeting and we recognise the work that 

has been done on the results chain.  However, we remain concerned that outputs are still framed at a 

high level. In order to improve accountability, outputs must be measurable, capable of being costed 

and differentiated across the three levels of the organisation. We recommend improved definitions 
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of the goals, outcomes and associated indicators, as well as clarity on the means and sources of 

verification. We would also like to see clear outputs, indicators and targets for efficiency savings 

against each category.  Further, the structure of the PB should remain constant over the three 

biennia to allow for comparisons. 

 

Finally, with regard to monitoring and reporting, we welcome efforts to develop indicators linked to 

targets but emphasise that these should be linked to the successful completion of outputs and 

deliverables, rather than focused at the outcome level.  In addition, it is not sufficient to put a 

system in place without ensuring compliance.  At the mid-term review, we would like to see clear 

reporting on progress, as well as information on corrective action and reprogramming as required.  

In this regard, we would welcome further information on the progress reporting mechanism. 

 

Thank you.  

 

_____________________ 
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