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WHO 

132
nd

  Executive Board 

(21-29 January 2013) 

"Programmatic Reforms: Draft 12
th

 General Programme of work" 

(Agenda item 11.2) 

 

EU statement  

 

Madam Chair, distinguished colleagues,  

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We welcome the work that has been undertaken by the Secretariat in preparing the revised draft of 

the GPW for this meeting, and note the six programmatic priorities and two reform-related priorities 

proposed.   

We recognise that this GPW represents a new chapter for WHO and MS.  In this context we would 

emphasise the importance of enhancing country and regional level involvement in priority setting 

and planning processes over the lifetime of this programme of work as articulated through the 

Programme Budgets. 

With regard to the two reform-related priorities proposed, we consider them to be the ‘how’ that 

will help WHO achieve its programmatic priorities and, as such, they are rather a means to an end 

rather than goals in themselves. We suggest that reform and governance matters are separated from 

the six programmatic priorities and are discussed in a separate section on ‘Governance of the WHO’ 

and the ‘WHO in health governance’.  This section could be usefully linked with the high-level 

implementation plan in the same way that the programmatic priorities should link with the draft 

Programme Budget, perhaps with a cross-walk between them for budgetary accountability 

purposes. 

With regard to the six programmatic priorities proposed, we are still unclear about how these relate 

to the categories agreed by Member States as set out in the draft Programme Budget. In this context, 

we request further detail on the methodology for determining these priorities and how they relate to 

the criteria and priority-setting exercise undertaken by Member States in 2012.  We would also like 

a clearer picture of how the programmatic priorities link with the broader work of the organisation. 
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We recognise the work that has been done in relation to the results chain and welcome the efforts to 

develop indicators linked to targets, however we are concerned in relation to the current proposals 

for the framework for regular performance assessment and accountability. We consider that the 

framework in its current form is unwieldy and would benefit from being streamlined across both the 

draft GPW and the draft Programme Budget. In this regard, we would suggest that the GPW should 

focus on outcome indicators while the indicators in the PB should focus primarily on the output 

level.  We would also support that GPW outcomes derive as far as possible from internationally 

agreed goals and frameworks. 

Finally, we recognise the importance of the draft GPW and PB 2014-15 as the frame within which 

WHO will conduct its operations for the coming period and welcome the opportunity to provide 

detailed written feedback on both documents. We would emphasise the importance of ongoing 

engagement on elements of the documents, including the results chain, in the period between this 

EB meeting and the Health Assembly in May. 

Thank you. 

  

_______________ 
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