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EU statement  

 

Madam Chairman, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia
*
, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia
*
, Montenegro

*
, Iceland

‡
, Serbia

*
, Albania

*
,
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The MDGs have made the world a better place. The focus on health outcomes and results in the 

MDGs has enabled us to assess progress. For example under 5 mortality rates and maternal 

mortality rates have declined globally by more than 40% since 1990 and the lives of millions of 

women and children have been saved. The EU acknowledges the progress made, especially on 

MDG 4 and 6. However, the number of children who die before the age of 5 and maternal mortality 

rates are still inacceptably high. Persisting inequalities within and between countries are main 

challenges in progressing towards the MDGs. 

The EU remains strongly committed to supporting the achievement of the MDGs globally by 2015. 

To accelerate progress, more attention is needed to cross-cutting challenges such as health systems 

strengthening, social and environmental determinants, education, water and sanitation. 

                                                            
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 

potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The EU continues urging WHO to inform the global community on the most efficient ways to 

realize the best health outcomes for all women and children and to support countries to prioritize 

and develop integrated programmes for maternal, neonatal and child health within national health 

strategies and plans as well as within inter-sectorial development frameworks. Inclusive leadership, 

gender equality, a rights-based approach, democracy and good governance are key elements for 

achieving health-related MDGs and should be promoted.  

Progress made is not enough, especially regarding MDG 5b, universal access to reproductive health. 

Special focus is needed on sexual and reproductive health programmes, in particular for young 

people, that provide gender-specific information, including comprehensive sexuality education, 

skills, contraceptives, health services and social support. Also, harmful barriers to women’s health 

including financial barriers and discriminatory laws that block access and the right to health for 

millions of women must be removed. 

Regarding MDG 6, the HIV/AIDS epidemic is still rising in Eastern Europe and worldwide the 

proportion of HIV infected young women under 24 years is increasing. There is still a need to focus 

more on prevention which includes targeting key populations and youth to reverse this trend. 

Continued coordination within the global health architecture is crucial for the achievement of the 

MDGs.  WHO should actively participate in strengthening the International Health Partnership 

(IHP+) also at country level. WHO country offices need to be better equipped to support partner 

countries in the delivery of their national plans and priorities. 

Health should be one of the post-2015 cornerstones,  clearly based on equity and human rights, and 

framed in the wider, country specific social, economic and environmental challenges with continued 

focus on measurable and qualitative results.  

The EU is supportive of the Commission on Information and Accountability for Women's and 

Children's Health and the Commission on Life-Saving Commodities for Women and Children. 

These global efforts demonstrate a positive re-commitment to the still neglected areas of maternal, 

new-born and child health; and recognise that there is still much work to do to meet MDGs 4 and 5. 

The EU is supportive, within the context of a health systems strengthening approach, of WHO 

follow up actions in this area which are country-led and coherent, under the umbrella of the United 

Nations Global Strategy for Women's and Children's health. In accordance with aid effectiveness 

principles the EU requests that WHO ensures that national reporting on these issues is managed 



 4 

efficiently, without creating undue burden for countries. The EU supports the proposed resolution 

without any amendments. 

Thank you. 

 

_______________ 
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