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WHO 

132
nd

  Executive Board 

(21-29 January 2013) 

" Draft action plan for the prevention and control of  

noncommunicable diseases 2013-2020" 

(Agenda item 6.2) 

 

EU statement  

 

Madame Chair, DG, colleagues 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia
*
, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia
*
, Montenegro

*
, Iceland

‡
, Serbia

*
, Albania

*
, Bosnia and Herzegovina

*
, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The EU welcomes new draft NCD Action Plan
i
 as a good basis for further work to be carried out 

[…]. 

We agree with the proposed structure of the draft NCD Action Plan.  

Furthermore, we appreciate the way in which the global monitoring framework, indicators, and the 

voluntary global targets have been integrated to the draft Action Plan.  

At this stage, the EU has the following three comments on the draft: 

Most importantly, concrete links with the future implementation of the Action Plan need to be 

created, in particular through adding process objectives and indicators, as appropriate. We have a 

long way to go in the prevention and control of NCDs. Therefore it is necessary to be able to show 

progress, not only in terms of outcomes, but also through actions taken with the aim of achieving 

the expected impact.  

In addition, indicators need to be developed for the objectives that still lack them.  

Second, the existing WHO strategies and tools on tobacco use, harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy 

diet and physical inactivity remain relevant and must be linked with the new NCD action plan. A 

                                                            
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 

potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

http://www.who.int/entity/nmh/events/2012/members_states_meeting/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/nmh/events/2012/members_states_meeting/en/index.html
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strong link needs to be created also with the future global Action Plan on Mental Health, also with 

regard to implementation across the Organization. 

And third, we would like to see a regional dimension in the draft Action Plan. NCDs could become 

an example on how the global and regional activities should be interlinked and mutually supportive.  

In addition, we need to express clearly our expectation that only one sole global system of 

monitoring will be established in the area of NCDs to cover all aspects of the framework and action 

plan. In this way we can achieve a significant efficiency gain, as called for in the WHO reform 

process.  

NCDs are a multidimensional challenge with multiple, interlinked risk factors and underlying 

causes and potentially competing interests. The EU emphasises the importance of consulting, where 

appropriate, all stakeholders in NCD related decision making, while managing conflicts of interests 

The journey ahead will be different for countries, as the needs, contexts and capacities differ. 

Therefore Member States must be sovereign in their decisions on their own NCD policies and 

actions. 

We need a systemic, society wide response and the implementation of a health in all policies 

approach, addressing the social, environmental and economic determinants of health and health 

equity. The Action Plan should be developed to emphasise that this is not something isolated or a 

single intervention, but a cross-cutting issue and a requirement to have an effective response on 

NCDs. 

To conclude we would like to confirm our full confidence in WHO´s continued leadership in the 

global response to NCD. 

Thank you 

                                                                 _______________ 
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