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WHO 
132nd  Executive Board 
(21-29 January 2013) 

" WHO Financing - Reports of the Programme, Budget and  
Administration Committee of the Executive Board " 

(Agenda item 3) 
 

EU statement  
 

Madam Chair, Distinguished Colleagues, 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

We welcome and support the outcomes of the ePBAC meeting and consider that the decisions taken 

in December are a positive step forward for WHO.  We think that further clarification is needed in 

relation to the modalities for the financing dialogue and the potential legal implications of the 

proposed draft appropriation resolution and the amendments to the financial regulations.  Improving 

the financing of the WHO is not an end in itself but a means to ensure that the organisation can 

better deliver, including on other aspects of the reform agenda such as staff management and 

delivery at country level.   

We believe that the Governing Bodies must have a clear governance role in relation to the outcome 

of the financing dialogue and results of the resource mobilisation strategy.  We propose that the DG 

explore options for the Governing Bodies to perform this role and present these for consideration at 

the PBAC in May 2013. 

In the short- to medium-term, we agree that increasing AC funding is not an option and believe that 

the overall funding level of the organisation is adequate at this time.  We also think that the WHO 

will continue to be funded from a mix of sources which must be aligned with priorities. 

 We look forward to proposals in relation to incentivising unearmarked funding from those Member 

States in a position to do so.  Such proposals could usefully take into account existing practices 

across the UN system, including the recent QCPR resolution adopted by the UNGA on the 

quadriennial comprehensive policy review.  

We welcome the plan to establish a web-based portal to support the financing dialogue and ask that 

the portal be launched as soon as possible. We also strongly support a coordinated approach to 
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resource mobilisation across the three levels of the organisation, in order to arrive at our collective 

goal of a fully financed PB aligned with priorities.  

We welcome the proposals to broaden the donor base and, in particular, those that relate to 

emerging donors, while paying particular attention to the modalities of the inclusion of private 

commercial entities to be discussed at the next EB.  We also welcome the proposals around 

improved financial reporting and strengthening internal financial controls. 

 Finally, as this is a learning process for us all, we would emphasise the importance of a full 

assessment of the first financial dialogue and the coordinated resource mobilisation strategy prior to 

the beginning of the 2016-17 biennium. 

 Thank you. 
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