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WHO 

131
st
 Executive Board 

(28-29 May 2012) 

"WHO reform" 

(agenda item 5) 

 

EU statement (no. 2) 

 

Madam Chairman, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

With regard to the US proposal to amend the draft decision on future sessions of the governing 

bodies we agree to the objective to retain momentum and ensure progress on central elements on the 

reform agenda. 

We would, however, like to reiterate our view that the decision taken by the World Health 

Assembly just last week to keep status quo of the cycle of governing body meetings should be 

respected.  

On that basis, we can support that a possible meeting of the PBAC in December should be an 

extraordinary meeting with a subsequent regular meeting in January preparing the EB agenda. 

We underline the importance of a limited scope of an extraordinary meeting and agree to the 

suggested focus on transparency, predictability and flexibility of WHO's financing and review of 

the draft 12
th

 General Programme of Work and Programme Budget. It will be important to ensure 

broad participation. 

While being strongly committed to progress the reform agenda, it is our view that we should limit 

the number of parallel processes.  

On this basis we would suggest the following amendment to the US proposal: 

Last paragraph: We suggest amending the text to include options and WHO's role in global 

governance and deleting the text on a possible meeting of Member States – seen that this would be a 

decision for the Executive Board in January. The amended text would read:  

The Executive Board further requested the Director-General to provide a paper identifying and 

assessing elements and options of WHO governance around alignment between global, regional 

and country offices, WHO's role in global governance and methodologies of work of the 

governing bodies and to provide this for consideration to the Executive Board at its 132
nd

 session.  

Finally, with regard to the extraordinary PBAC meeting in December we would like to ask for 

clarification on the modalities in order to ensure full participation from all Member States in this 

meeting. We could be open to other formats which would suit the purpose – such as mission 

briefings or Member State consultations as done in February on priority setting. It will be important 
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that the meeting is well prepared. In this regard we believe that the preparation for the Member 

State Meeting in February – with a briefing on the issues to be discussed before start of the 

negotiations – is an example to follow.  

 

Thank you. 

 

_______________ 
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