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Mr Chairman,  
Distinguished Madam Director-General,  
Excellencies,  
Members of the Executive Board, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 
 
The EU would like to commend the WHO and the Advisory Group for their progress in 
implementing the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework (PIP) adopted by the WHA in May 
last year. The PIP Framework marks an important step towards an efficient Global Influenza 
Surveillance and Response System (GISRS), as well as a strengthened international public health 
and laboratory collaboration. 
 
The EU welcomes the recommendations made by the Advisory Group, as outlined in the 
deliberations of its second meeting in February this year. We agree that over the next five years the 
partnership contribution should be directed more towards pandemic preparedness than response. 
Capacity-building and technology transfer for vaccine production are essential elements of 
preparedness. We therefore support the proposal of using 70% for preparedness and 30% for 
response. The decision on how to allocate the resources for preparedness in order to develop 
sufficient capacity in all regions should be left to the WHO, based on advice by the Advisory 
Board, and should not be fixed.  
 
Building on integrated surveillance and response capacities in developing countries will be key for 
strengthening pandemic influenza preparedness globally. In this context, we welcome work on a 
classification system to categorize countries to benefit from the contributions on the basis of public 
health system capacities, and epidemiological and economic criteria. We especially welcome the 
proposition to have IHR core capacities as one of the bases for classification as experience and 
challenges from the comprehensive IHR implementation can be applied well into further 
preparedness processes.  
 
The EU shares the view of the Advisory Group related to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
2 (SMTA 2).  
 
                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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There is need for a practical, balanced and uniform "interim process" for continued transferring of 
PIP biological materials outside the GISRS without losing the incentive to swiftly conclude the 
final agreements with industry. We urge the Secretariat to speed up this work and to report 
frequently to Member States on progress.  
 
We look forward to receiving the results of the next meeting of the Advisory Group in September, 
and in particular the annual report. We reiterate our willingness to cooperate in further work, 
including the PIP review scheduled for 2016. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 

______________ 
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