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WHO 
65th World Health Assembly 

(21-26 May 2012) 
"Implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005)" 

(Agenda item 13.7) 
 

EU Statement 
 
 
Mr Chairman,  
Distinguished Madam Director-General,  
Excellencies,  
Members of the Executive Board, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina, as 
well as Ukraine and Georgia align themselves with this declaration. 
 
The EU and its Member States thank the Director General and the Secretariat for their 
continuous efforts to coordinate improvement of international health security. We see IHR as 
the core international instrument in this issue, and strongly encourage all States Parties to 
collaborate actively and to work together with WHO in order to progress towards the full 
implementation of the IHR. 
 
Through the IHR, States Parties have committed themselves to develop the core capacities to 
detect, assess, notify and respond to the international spread of health threats. We thank the 
Secretariat for having included in its oral presentation to WHA the replies to the Core 
Capacity Monitoring Framework review questionnaire received after the finalisation of the 
report and which were not included in the table. We anticipate that these contributions will 
also be taken on board for future steps. While WHA will have an overview of the progress 
made by States Parties through the 2012 assessment, there is a need to continue efforts at all 
levels to strengthen and maintain the capacities required under the IHR, and to mobilize the 
resources necessary for that purpose. The EU and its Member States consider the expected 
implementation deadline of 15 June as an important mid-term step to review and assess to 
which extent the IHR capacities have been implemented, and what actions are needed to 
overcome the remaining obstacles to a full and effective implementation by all States Parties.  
 
We encourage States Parties to fully cooperate with the Secretariat, in order to further work 
on the identification of potential gaps and on the way to prioritize further efforts. At the 
regional level, the EU will continue to collaborate actively with the EURO regional office on 
the IHR implementation within the EU and with our neighbours. 
 
On this issue, a full engagement of the Secretariat and of the Director General will be needed 
to assist States Parties and to keep the implementation of the IHR high on the agenda of 
international health in the forthcoming period. In the context of the WHO reform, we would 
                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to 
be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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like to recall that health security has been identified as one of the five strategic domains of 
activity when discussing the priority-setting. Therefore, we encourage the Secretariat to adopt 
a work plan for its activities for the post 2012 period, in the field of guidance, training and 
assessment for IHR capacities implementation by the States Parties, in order to ensure that the 
IHR continue to function as our common leading instrument for global health security. 
 
We would therefore suggest the following amendments to the draft resolution: 
 
- In order to empower national focal points in IHR implementation, we would add the 
following after "Strengthen coordination and collaboration within MS” in the OP2.4: “under 
the operational leadership of National Focal Points", and also at the end of OP2.5. On this 
very same para, we would suggest to drop "including through the mobilization of technical 
and financial support" since this is already covered in OP3.3. Besides, we would like to 
specify that the technical support for core capacities mentioned in OP3.3 would be, “including 
guidance and training” as needed.  
 
- Second, in OP3.2, we would change the "collaboration with ministries of States Parties" into 
"collaboration with competent ministries and sectors of States Parties under the coordination 
and authority of ministries of Health"  
 
- Third, we would suggest to amend OP 3.5 so it would read as follow "to continue 
monitoring the progress and effective implementation of each State Party through its annual 
reports required under Articles 5.2 and 13.2 of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
from all States Parties, especially for those receiving extensions". In the very same logic of 
strengthening monitoring tools, OP3.6 would read as follow "to monitor the maintenance of 
the IHR national core capacities in all States Parties not requesting extensions to the deadline 
through the development of appropriate methods for assessing effective functioning of the 
established capacities” 
 
- Very last proposal, we suggest to cite article 19 among MS obligations in OP2.1. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

______________ 
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