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WHO 
65th World Health Assembly 

(21-26 May 2012) 
"Social Determinants of Health" 

(Agenda item 13.6) 
 

EU Statement 
 

 
Mr. Chairman,  
Director General,  
Delegates,  
Colleagues, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 
 
The EU and its Member States congratulate the WHO and the Brazilian government for the World 
Conference on Social Determinants of Health held in Rio de Janeiro last October. The conference 
was a good opportunity to share experiences on how to strengthen actions addressing social 
determinants of health in order to promote health and reduce health inequities within and between 
countries. It also confirmed a broad political commitment by adopting the Rio Political Declaration. 
 
Health inequalities exist in all WHO Member States regardless of the level of development. 
Strengthening action in public health policies, health promotion and prevention, and addressing 
systematic differences in living and working conditions through an equity focus on all policy fields, 
including economic, are the first steps in tackling social determinants of health. Universal access to 
comprehensive quality health services, social protection and education are also needed.  
 
The continuing financial turmoil makes the objective of health equity more important. Impacts on 
health inequities need to be taken into account in decision making on budgets, policies, programmes 
and legislative proposals across all sectors.  
 
The EU and its Member States are committed to developing a “Health in All Policies” approach 
with an equity focus across public policies. The 8th global conference on health promotion in 
Helsinki, Finland in June 2013 will have Health in All Policies as the main theme with scope for 
discussion on cross-sectoral action on social determinants. The conference will provide with an 
important opportunity to take stock of progress and identify what more needs to be done.  
 
The EU and its Member States thank the WHO for its work in the area and express our support to 
take agenda forward. We welcome the recent agreement to include social determinants of health 
among the priorities of WHO and stress that this priority needs to be matched by clear and sustained 
increase in budget and staff devoted to this issue. To confront health inequities at national and 
global level, guidance is needed in identifying the most influential policies, regulations and 
measures, in setting goals and in monitoring progress.  
 
                                                 
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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The EU and its Member States welcome the proposal for a resolution on the Rio declaration. The 
draft resolution and Rio declaration are both the results of lengthy and considered negotiations and 
of crucial importance for public health at all levels.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

_______________ 
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