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EU statement 

 
Mr Chairman,  
Distinguished Madam Director-General,  
Excellencies,  
Members of the Executive Board, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

WHO has a crucial role to play in The Decade of Vaccines to prove the organization’s role in the 
norm setting and technical support for the delivery of vaccines. It is of great importance for global 
health to enhance equitable access to vaccines and immunizations. Therefore the EU expresses its 
appreciation for the Global Vaccine Action Plan.  

We expect the Global Vaccine Action Plan to give governments the specific directions needed for 
them to make stronger appropriation of immunization goals, for the development of country-
specific action plans and for integration of immunization programmes within national public health 
systems. 

While a lot of public health benefit can be expected with the use of the established vaccines and the 
introduction of new vaccines, especially in low income countries where disease burden is highest, 
vaccine hesitance undermine the acceptance by the population and further positive development.  
Transparency, evidence-based decision-making and new tools for communication with the 
community is needed. We welcome the WHO efforts to start addressing this challenge. 

The action plan identifies the need for an accountability framework with established baselines, a 
complete set of indicators and which clearly defines roles and responsibilities for stakeholders. We 
would ask the Secretariat to provide an indication on when we can reasonably expect to see this 
draft framework. We believe that co-ordination with other WHO activities such as the global action 
plan for pandemic influenza vaccines needs to be guaranteed.  

The EU fully agrees with the need of an ongoing dialogue between supplier and buyers. The EU 
welcomes the establishment of a “vaccine access forum” that could help to generate estimates of 
demand for essential vaccines  and to guarantee the continuous supply of efficacious, safe, stable 
and less expensive vaccines. 

                                                            

1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Although the EU shares the ambition coming from the action plan, we believe further discussion is 
needed on the financial implication of it. Considering the fact that the plan already faces a funding 
gap of several billions of dollars, the EU wants to see a realistic and sustainable action plan taking 
into account the worldwide financial crisis. During the last EB the EU already raised questions on 
the financing challenges of the Polio eradication plan. As polio eradication is also a part of this 
vaccine action plan, we believe a discussion would also cover our financial worries regarding polio 
eradication. Finally, we would like to understand better the proposed governance structure which is 
foreseen in the action plan and how it relates to other initiatives such as GAVI. 

 
Thank you.  
 
 

____________ 
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