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EU Statement 

 
 

Mr Chairman,  
Distinguished Madame Director-General,  
Excellencies,  
Members of the Executive Board, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 
 
We underline that the double burden of under and overnutrition are a serious threat to health, the 
key risk factors for NCDs and complications in pregnancy. We appreciate that the report situates 
nutrition in the continuum of care for girls, women, mothers, newborn and children. 
 
Balanced nutrition is particularly important during the 1000 day period from conception through the 
first two years of life when undernutrition and malnutrition have long-term adverse and irreversible 
health consequences, including those related to development of cognitive function, CHD, type 2 
diabetes and cancer. At the same time, a life course approach needs our sustained attention. In this 
context, we would like to highlight the high levels of chronic undernutrition worldwide. This shows 
that our previous efforts to improve the situation have not been sufficient to raise the profile of 
adolescents’ and women’s nutrition.  
 
Thus, we welcome the multisectoral approach in achieving goals set at the core of the Health in All 
Policies  as well as the dialogue conducted by WHO with the FAO, UNICEF and WFP. In 
particular, we welcome WHO's engagement with partners through the UN reference group for the 
Scaling Up Nutrition movement bringing together a broad range of stakeholders to support 
countries’ own efforts to address the burden of undernutrition. We are aware that most of the 
Member States have policies on nutrition, however the situation remains worrying. Therefore we 
encourage Member States to develop further comprehensive implementation plans on maternal, 
infant and young child nutrition. This should include efforts to improve women’s education, 
enhancement of their social and economic power, actions to fight gender-based discriminations in 
access to food notably in countries affected by disasters and crises, where prevention of 
malnutrition is the first priority. It is Important to also consider other actions such as the reduction 
of salt/sugar/fat intake. The broad scope of determinants of healthy and sufficient nutrition, 
including those at household family level must also be addressed. Education and media campaigns 
to promote healthy habits, the involvement of the local authorities and related stakeholders have 
shown a positive effect to tackle childhood obesity in the EU.   

                                                            
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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We welcome also the discussion during the last session of Executive Board as a first step towards 
considering strengthening access to proper nutrition and health care to prevent child malnutrition as 
well as the promotion of exclusive breastfeeding, whilst respecting the well informed choice of the 
mother to breastfeed her child or not, taking always into account prevention of Mother to Child 
Transmission of HIV in countries with high HIV prevalence.  
 
We would like to thank the Secretariat for the opportunity to consult on the draft Implementation 
Plan and appreciate that the revised global targets include wasting reduction and a numbers of key 
other preoccupations. We would be ready to endorse the Plan without the attached tables, which we 
suggest to be further developed. The WHO publication “Essential Nutrition Action” provides 
sufficient information for implementation of interventions. We expect also the next programme 
budget to reflect the resources needed to implement the Plan.  
 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
 
 
 

_________________ 
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