
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

European Union 

 
 

WHO 
65th World Health Assembly 
(Geneva, 21 – 26 May 2012) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EU Statement 
 

"WHO's response, and role as the health cluster lead, in meeting the growing 
demands of health in humanitarian emergencies" 

 
(Agenda item 13.15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geneva, May 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check against delivery 



 

 2

WHO 
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EU Statement 

 
Madam/Mr. Chair, 

 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1, Iceland+2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Armenia and Georgia, 
align themselves with this declaration. 
 
We underscore the crucial role of WHO, including as global health cluster lead coordinating with a 
large number of national, multilateral and non-governmental health actors in responding to and 
preparing for the growing humanitarian health needs in emergencies. 

Close co-operation under the leadership of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) and with other relevant partners is essential in order to further strengthen the international 
humanitarian architecture and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of response. In this respect, we 
welcome Dr. Chan’s strong commitment to implement the Inter-Agency Standing Committee’s 
humanitarian reform agenda (“the IASC Transformative Agenda”). 

We expect the WHO reform to contribute to better governance, leadership and transparency in the field 
of humanitarian assistance. The reform of WHO's humanitarian work is heading in the right direction, 
but there are challenges ahead as highlighted in the Report by the Secretariat. The key issue is now to 
strengthen and improve WHO's field level response notably in preventing and mitigating acute excess 
mortality and morbidity through effective coordination and leadership.. Specific concerns are related to 
WHO's surge capacity, requiring pre-established arrangements between the different levels of the 
Organization. The immediate availability of a sufficient number of qualified senior health cluster 
coordinators and other specialised staff with humanitarian expertise must be guaranteed especially in 
sudden-on-set emergencies. Further work needs to be done also in terms of policy and technical 
guidance as well as in ensuring rapid, reliable and accessible epidemiological data including for the 
transition periods. 

WHO needs all possible support of its Member States and other partners in implementing the new 
corporate approach and Emergency Response Framework. Insufficient financing of is one of the major 
constraints mentioned in the Secretariat’s report. The EU and its Member States are committed to 
continue supporting WHO in implementing and strengthening its humanitarian mandate. We call upon 
all Member States to do so and all donors to increase predictability and flexibility of their funding to 
WHO's humanitarian activities. 

Finally, as the coordinator of the resolution and on behalf of the co-sponsors the European Union would 
like to recommend to the WHA the adoption of the resolution titled “WHO's response and role as the 
health cluster lead in meeting the growing demands of health in humanitarian emergencies”.  

Thank you. 
 

__________________ 
                                                            
1 * Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of 
the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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