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WHO 
65th World Health Assembly 

(21-26 May 2012) 
"WHO Reform: Programmes and priority-setting" 

(Agenda item 12) 
 

EU Statement 
 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
Distinguished Madam Director-General,  
Excellencies, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
With the debates on reform in PBAC last week, this WHA and EB next week, we are reaching a 
new phase in our work on reform. At this stage it is important to keep focus on the bigger picture 
while assessing the appropriateness of each initiative presented to us. We need to ensure that WHO 
will in the future fulfill its role as the world’s leading public health agency responding to the global 
health needs of the 21st century. To quote the first stage evaluation report: we need “an organization 
that pursues excellence; one that is effective, efficient, responsive, objective, transparent and ac-
countable”. This is indeed a challenging task. 
 
The EU agrees with the observations of the first stage evaluation that many important steps have 
been taken to reach our goals. However, as it is also pointed out in the evaluation report, central 
challenges remain, among other in relation to financing, resource allocation, WHO's role in global 
health and corporate alignment. Furthermore, implementation and monitoring of the results in the 
reform process will be of paramount importance. In this regard we welcome the monitoring frame-
work outlined by the Secretariat as a basis.  
 
Referring to decision point 1 in the consolidated paper I am pleased to say that the EU is ready to 
endorse the Chairman’s report. The member state meeting in February was very constructive with 
thorough debates and broad consensus on the content and description of each category and we wish 
to see that this consensus is respected. We expect further elaboration of the 12th General Programme 
of Work and the next Programme Budget to take place on the basis of our agreement on categories 
and criteria as it is reflected in the Chair’s report. In future publications we would like to see the 
third category reflected by its full title at agreed at the meeting in February that is “Promoting 
health through the life course”.   
  
Now, turning to the draft 12th General Programme of Work presented to us, I would like to con-
gratulate the Secretariat for having put WHO into one page. This is in itself an impressive achieve-
ment. The table gives a good overview of the terminology used and linkages between the different 
components. However, it is still a rather sketchy overview. At this stage let me say, that the EU 
agrees to the overall structure of the draft GPW. The next draft should give us a profound under-
standing of how core functions and criteria were applied on categories in order to reach priorities. 
Furthermore, we look forward to seeing the priorities specified. We expect this will give us a clear 
picture of what WHO should do more and what it should do less in each category of work. 
 
We also look forward to receiving information on how financial resources will be allocated between 
and within the five categories and corporate services to reach the objectives and priorities agreed by 
the governing bodies. We would expect this to be done on the basis of a standardized costing of 
outputs.  
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Finally, we strongly welcome the use of a results chain, including transparency on how much 
money is spent on each costed activity necessary to reach agreed results. We would like to see a 
strengthened accountability framework applied across the Organization in the future ensuring that 
realistic targets are set taking into account available funding. We look forward to receiving more 
information on the high-level impact goals as well as outcomes, outputs, indicators and standard-
ized costing of activities in the new framework and on how they would be concretely used as managing 
tools. Moving from three to two steering documents must not weaken accountability. 
 
Thank you.  
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