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Geneva, 21 January 2012 

 
WHO Executive Board  

130th session 
"WHO's response, and role as the health cluster lead, in meeting the growing demands of 

health in humanitarian emergencies" 
(Agenda item 6.15) 

 
EU statement 

 
Madame/ Mr. Chair, 

I’m speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The Acceding state Croatia, as well as the Candidate Countries Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, Montenegro*1 and Iceland+2, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, as well as Ukraine and the 
Republic of Moldova align themselves with this declaration. 
 
WHO, mandated to provide humanitarian assistance by its constitution, is in a unique position to be 
the global health cluster lead due to its broad independent expertise in health issues relevant also in 
emergencies. As major contributors of voluntary financial humanitarian assistance we want WHO 
to play a strong role as the cluster lead.  
This debate is timely because the modus operandi of WHO's humanitarian activities has been 
changed as a part of the organizations major reform. The challenge is to implement it respecting the 
fundamental principles of humanitarian assistance and in accordance with the cluster approach. 
WHO is both a coordinator of a large number of health actors and a provider of last resort. The key 
issue is how to strengthen WHO's field level response to humanitarian emergencies.  

There are four points we would like to make: 

Firstly, we think WHO's humanitarian work is heading in the right direction. However, further 
information is needed regarding the organization’s core commitments, functions, performance 
standards as well as roles and responsibilities. The EU welcomes a strong focus on linking risk 
management, preparedness and humanitarian response. We also welcome the support to coordinated 
needs assessment. WHO's humanitarian response must continue to respect the humanitarian 
principles.  

Secondly, WHO's surge capacity will much depend on the response capacity of the Regional 
Offices, which need both qualified humanitarian personnel and clear protocols and procedures. Due 
to the large number of humanitarian actors, the strategic coordination role of the WHO requires 
improvement, particularly at the field level, as does the creation of solid and well functioning links 
between all levels of the organization.  

Thirdly, the European Union recognizes the leading role of OCHA in coordinating humanitarian 
assistance and is a strong supporter of the 2005 humanitarian reforms. Collaboration with OCHA 
and other partners is essential, and we welcome WHO's support to the on-going efforts by the Inter-
Agency Standing Committee to strengthen leadership and accountability with a view to achieving 
effective, coordinated health response to humanitarian crises. In this respect, we would welcome a 
more elaborative description of WHO's role within the humanitarian system under OCHA's 
leadership.  
                                                            
1 *Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 
2 + Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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And lastly, we encourage WHO to ensure the rapid deployment of experienced health cluster 
coordinators in order to guarantee the strong leadership and efficient functioning of health clusters. 
The organisation needs to strengthen its capacity to provide timely leadership and co-ordination to 
major field level operations. We note with concern the emerging trend of humanitarian crises being 
followed by health crises and believe that they can be prevented by proactive planning and by 
effective humanitarian preparedness and response activities. We acknowledge that WHO's role in 
providing policy and technical guidance is particularly important in the transition period. 

Chair, 

The financing of humanitarian assistance is one of the challenges highlighted in the Secretariat’s 
report. The EU and its Member States will continue to support WHO in implementing its 
humanitarian emergencies mandate. We call upon Member States and donors to increase 
predictability and flexibility of their funding to WHO's humanitarian activities. 

We look forward to the results of operationalising the new Emergency Response Framework and 
welcome a more in-depth report by the Secretariat to the WHA,  

The EU proposes an omnibus- resolution in this agenda item together with Norway, Japan and the 
United States for the consideration of the EB and the WHA 

Thank you. 

 

 

_______________ 
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